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23When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things.25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
By What Authority?
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I’d like you to take a moment and consider Jesus Christ.  What authority does Jesus have in your life? _________________________________.
When I use the word authority what does it mean to you? ________________________________________________________.
An authority is someone who has certain expertise.  An authority knows of which he speaks.  An authority has a certain status.  An authority has command of his subject matter.  When someone is an authority in something someone is interested in people stop and listen to what he says and watch what he does.

Think of somebody you know who has authority in something important to you?
So, what was Jesus an authority about?  ______________________. Jesus was an authority about life.  He was an authority about God.  He was an authority about religion and spirituality.  He was an authority about God’s word.  He was an authority about God’s Law, the Torah, the Prophets and the Writings or scripture. He was an authority about the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of God on earth.  

What made Jesus such an authority was that he spoke for God.  Not only did Jesus speak for God, Jesus spoke as God.  Jesus chose people to follow him and they did.  And others had to measure up to certain standards in order to follow him.  Jesus knew of what he spoke because he experienced what he spoke of.  He knew God to the point of identity with God!  He knows us to the point of identity with us!  That’s why Jesus makes so much sense to us! Jesus has the authority of God!
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Jesus speaks and we want to follow him . . . to go to where he goes . . . to think what he thinks, say what he says, do what he does, live like he lives          . . . .  Don’t you want to be just like Jesus?  Of course you do.  That’s because Jesus is heaven sent.  Jesus bears the Holy Spirit seal of right living.  
And Jesus identifies with us to show us that it is possible to be like him and live a life that is holy . . . that is based upon something Real . . . to be based upon relationship with God . . . to be based upon identity with God!  I am God’s son after the example of Jesus!  

[image: image5.jpg]Child 4 God




http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSn0Z5o4bonyRZNmM6u1hcMT9_ibHFJA6p-KGxJke_QuVBZSHp5
I am God’s child.  And you are God’s sons and God’s daughters after the example of Jesus.  You are born like Jesus, a second time, from above, in the Spirit!  And your relationship with God is solid.  There is nothing in heaven or earth or hell that can separate you from the love of God in Jesus Christ!  We are One in the Spirit, One in the Lord, One with God and One with each Other.
God is the Author of Life.  Jesus assumes that authority and invites us to participate in the authority of that story, to be co-makers of it with him.

Remember that!  Remember God!  Remember Jesus!  Remember the great Cloud of Witnesses, the Saints of God!  Remember your true Self!  Rediscover this in the midst of your life, even the midst of your struggle and grief!  You shall overcome!  You shall overcome! Alleluia!  I have it upon good authority!  God is your God!  And yours and yours and yours!  And theirs and theirs and theirs!  And you are God’s People.  We are God’s people!
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And so live your life on the foundation of that authority!  It is the only foundation upon which to stand; the only solid ground; the only thing substantial and real.
Doing What God Wants
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Jesus was an excellent story teller.   Here’s a story Jesus told:
 "A father had two children. Early one morning the father asked the first child to help him, and the child said, "No, sorry, Dad!"

The father asked the second child to help him. The second child said, "Yeah! Sure!"

Now the sun in the sky began to move across the day, and the child who had said, "No," changed his mind and went to help the father. The second child, who had said, "Yes," found something else to do and forgot her promise to the father. 
Jesus asked the people who were listening, "Which of the two did the will of the father?"

God wants us to do things.  God wants us to say “Yes” to what he asks.  But you know what, God wants us not only to say “Yes”, God wants you to do what you say you will do.  And even if you said “No” to God at first, you can still do what God wants you to do and God will be happy when you do!

Prayer: Dear God, help us to say, "Your will be done," and listen for your will for us. Give us strength to say, "Yes," to you and do it. Amen.
