Exodus 16:2-15
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2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but” against the Lord. 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’“ 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’“

13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.

Matthew 20:1-16
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20“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
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Some years ago, the nominations committee nominated a man to serve on the Trustees committee.  The Chairman of the committee pulled me aside and said, “It’s not right for him to serve on the Trustees.  He’s only been a member six months.  Service on the Trustees is an honor for people who have served in the church for many years.”  I said to the man, “There are no seats of honor on our church boards.   And do you know that John has served on his previous Methodist Church’s Trustees for eight years, four as Trustee Chair?  And he has owned his own contracting business for twenty years?  He’s exactly what we need.  In fact, when you step down as Trustee Chair, he’s ready to step right in.”
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We have a job to do as the Body of Christ.  Do you know what that job is?  It is a multi-faceted job that none of us can do alone and few of us cannot accomplish.  What is that job?
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First, it is to make disciples of Jesus Christ.   What is a disciple?  The obvious answer is a follower, a believer, or a student of a Master.  The aim of discipleship is to become like the Master.  Paul, who saw himself clearly as a disciple of Jesus, sought to become like Jesus, to have the same mind that was in Jesus, and to suffer and die after love, truth and righteousness as Jesus did, even to vacate himself, less of Paul and more of Christ in him.  
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From a spiritual psychological perspective, it is to sacrifice the Ego for the sake of the Self.   And from a sociological perspective, it is the sacrifice of individual desire for the sake of Society. That self, not being the Ego as some profess, but that part of us, distinct as it is, that is aligned and united with God, the true Self that underlies, pervades, and encompasses all humanity and all creation.  
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And it is to express that true inner Self in the world that, too, is an expression of totality of all humans and creatures.  There are outer, inner, and even deeper understandings and expressions of this true Self.   So, the personal aim of discipleship is for the disciple to become one with Christ and live like or as Christ in the world to other people, recognizing that Christ is present in all whom we encounter, loving that other like we love ourselves, because to love that other is an expression of our love of God who commanded that we do so.
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Why make disciples of Jesus?  What do we make disciples of Jesus?  Surely, God’s plan isn’t for there to be a society of little Jesuses populating the world.  Here we have to look closely at the preaching and teaching of Jesus.  Jesus’ message had more than a personal intent where individual lives were transformed.  Rather, Jesus had in mind to change the world; to establish in its place, more transform it into what he spoke of as the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of Heaven, a world in which there was a rule of love, mercy, charity, wholeness and peace.  The salvation of individuals was important to Jesus, but never separate from the salvation of the world and the whole creation.
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As I look out at you today I see the Body of Christ of the United Methodist Church of North Chili incomplete.  I see you eagerly waiting upon God’s every word.  But I see empty seats, seats awaiting a warm human body and eager mind.  I see neighbors awaiting a call at home, an invitation, and a ride to participate as part of Christ’s Body, performing the work of Christ’s Body, the building up of Christ’s Kingdom for the salvation of the world and the glory of God.
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  I see Asian, Black, Hispanic-Latino, and other members of our community awaiting their call to be part of God’s reality here at the United Methodist Church of North Chili.  I see Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered people who are not here yet because they don’t know that they are welcome here yet.   I see people addicted to alcohol and other drugs, persons suffering from HIV-AIDS illness, and persons struggling with other impairments and life problems not yet sure that this is a safe place for them to participate in.  Can our neighbors move in here among us and call this place their church home; their church family?
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Imagine this as a parable of Jesus for today.  The Kingdom of Heaven is like a homeowner who opened her home for another to live with her.  The moving truck arrived and unloaded the new person’s belongings to move in.   As the movers brought in the new person’s belongings and furnishings, the homeowner moved some of her belongings and furnishings to make room for those of the new persons’, even putting some of her own in storage and others out on the curb to sell or give away.  She then embraced the newcomer, gave the newcomer a set of keys and said my home is your home, too.  And from that day on they shared ownership of the home.  The newcomer thanked her and placed some of her belongings and furnishings in storage and on the curb to sell or give away.   And the two worked out all the details of living together.
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As a Church of Jesus Christ, you, we have a lot of work to do; live giving, lifesaving work; world-saving, kingdom of God building.  We need pioneers; people who will start up ministries or sign up at the beginning.  We need maintainers; people who are established workers that will keep the mission going.  We need innovators; new blood who will add new perspective and strategies to meet new challenges as they arise and move in in new directions as they are necessary.  It doesn’t matter to Jesus how long you’ve been part of this church.  Nobody is too new or too seasoned to serve the Lord.  It doesn’t matter whether your particular ministry is long established or not started yet.  Nobody is too young or too old to serve the Lord.  You can  be working 24/7 at your job or you can be homebound and bed-ridden and still serve the Lord!  Jesus Christ wants you in his employ!
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And here’s the thing!  You don’t need permission to serve the Lord!  What you need to serve the Lord is giftedness or talent or skill and desire, plus direction, support, equipping and resources.  Some of the latter we as a church provide.  Most of what we need, if not really all of what we need, God provides.  Some of the ministry of building up the church is an inside job; ministries of worship like lay speaking, reading scripture, choir, bell choir, ushering, greeting, communion stewards, projection, drama, instrumental music, solo music, dance; ministries of teaching like Bible Study, book studies, Sunday School, Youth Group, Vacation Bible School; ministries of service like home, hospital, nursing home, jail and prison visitation; ministries of outreach to our neighbors, Hispanics, colleges like Roberts Wesleyan,  Nicaragua, service through the district, conference and denomination, and food pantries.   And much of our ministry moves out into the world, from our building like the Quilt Show and the Farmer’s Market and through venues like church dinners, but also out into the community and world like domestic mission trips, work with refugees, tutoring, English as a Second Language, cat rescue and rehabilitation, and many more.
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To build up the world, build yourself up!  Show up to worship.  Give to God and receive from God.  Show up for Bible Study or Sunday School!  Learn and Grow.  Let your mind be transformed and your life be transformed by God’s Word and Holy Spirit!  Serve!  This is how you exercise your faith and learning.   What goes in comes out.  Nourish your spirit, cultivate your mind and practice what you believe and you will bear fruit.
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