Be Strong Like Moses, Not Weak Like Aaron
Rev. Dr. Wilfredo J. Baez
Let’s be together eye witnesses of what transpired between God and Moses, Aaron and the Israelites, and Moses and the Israelites.  To do that, we have to suspend judgment and utilize our imaginations.  The best way to do this is to just relax and listen.  So, if you will, right now, relax and listen.
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Once, long ago, in a faraway desert, Moses went up in the mountain to talk to God.  And while there, God gave Moses two stone tablets on which God had written the Ten Commandments.  You remember what the Ten Commandments are and how Jesus summarized them as the Great Commandments, to love God with all your heart, all your mind, all your soul, and all your will, and to love your neighbor as yourself in the very same way you love God.
While God and Moses were talking, the people Moses had led out of Egypt appealed to Aaron, whom Moses had left in charge while he met with God, to make for them a god to lead the in place of Moses.  They were tired of waiting on God and Moses.

[image: image2.jpg]



http://biblica.frih.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/golden-2dcalf.jpg
Aaron did just that, molding the gold earrings of the wives, sons, and daughters of the men into a golden bull.  And Aaron built an altar where animals were burnt as offerings and to eat.  The people sat down for a feast which grew into an orgy of drinking and sex.  

Seeing what was happening, God directed Moses to hurry and return to his people because they had sinned and rejected God.   God said, “Moses, go down to the people and see what they have done.”

 The Israelite people had already left the path God had commanded them to follow, and had built the bull-calf out of gold, and had worshiped it, and made sacrifices to it.  They were saying that this god of their own making led them out of Egypt.  Rather than invest in the one true God they were investing in this God of their own making.
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Then God told Moses what he was going to do.  God told Moses that the people were stubborn.  God said, “I am angry with them, and I am going to destroy them.” And God promised to make Moses and his descendants into a great nation.

But Moses defended the people, pleading to God to relent of God’s anger and spare the people.   He implored God to remember the promise God made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to give them as many descendants as there were stars in the sky and to those descendants land to possess forever.  God relented and did not bring the threatened disaster on the people.
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As Moses came down the mountain with Joshua, carrying the two tablets God had inscribed with the commandments, Joshua heard shouting and told Moses that it sounded like there was a battle in the camp.  Moses told Joshua that it didn’t sound like cries of victory or defeat, but like singing as if the people were celebrating.
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When Moses was close enough to the camp to see the bull-calf, and the people dancing, he was furious.  He took the tablets and broke them against the ground, melted the bull-calf, ground it into a fine powder, and made the people drink it. And he reprimanded Aaron for allowing the people to commit such a terrible sin.

Aaron pleaded for forgiveness from Moses, saying to Moses “Don’t be angry with me; you know how determined the people are to do evil.”  And he explained himself to Moses. 

Seeing that Aaron had let the people get out of control, and make fools of themselves, in front of their enemies, Moses stood at the gate of the camp and shouted, “Let everyone who is on the Lord’s side come over here!” 

 So all the Levites gathered around Moses. The Levites were those who had devoted themselves to a life time of submission and service to the Lord.

Then Moses said to the Levites, “The Lord God of Israel commands every one of you to put on your sword and go through the camp from this gate to the other and kill your brothers, your friends and your neighbors.”  The Levites obeyed, and killed about 3,000 men that day.   Moses commended the Levites saying “Today you have consecrated yourselves as priests, in the service of the Lord, by killing your sons and your brothers, so the Lord has given you his blessing.”
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If you, the church, this church, the churches in our district, conference, denomination, the United states and world is to grow spiritually you must have vision; a vision of where you are coming from , how you got to where you are , and where you are going.   And you must have integrity. You must know who your God is, what God’s purpose is, and what principles and ways of thinking, speaking, and behaving you are to adhere to.  You are to live out your vision, mission and core values in your life.
You must be loyal to the God your life and salvation depends upon, and not set up man-made gods of comfort, convenience, safety, and ease.   You must not hurry to satisfy your needs of hunger and thirst, safety, security, and pleasure, but wait on the God who will satisfy not only those needs, but your needs for self-esteem, love, and growth.  You must learn to comply, not with the demands of man-made gods of metals and oils of the earth, and of ideas and experiences, but of the law of God that came down from heaven, first as stone tablets, and later as living, breathing, bleeding flesh, to be consumed and incorporated into their own bodies and ways of life.
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I wish I can tell you otherwise, but the temptation will always be there for you to sin, to turn away from God, and rely upon things and ways other than God.  The wiles of the world are alluring.  They give immediate gratification and release.  They feed your habits and settle your hearts and maintain your addiction to the temporary relief of the rewards of the world.  
And people desire more and more of what the world has to offer.  It is a condition dangerous to your physical and spiritual health and well-being, and to that of your community and world.  But, even thought that is true, with God within you as God is, you are capable of overcoming temptation, just like Jesus did, and Christians have ever since . . . if you are being tested, you can pass the test!  And don’t you know this!
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It’s interesting being in a different culture for four months, as I was in Nicaragua two years ago, especially a poor one.   Most of things you think you need you don’t really need.  You can live without them if you need to or want to.  God is telling you to simplify – to rely upon what he offers and not what the world and your sinful, addictive nature is telling you it needs.  God provides for you abundantly and as you trust God with your lives you discover that you always have what you need to accomplish your goals!
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I want to speak to you who are church leaders.  And many of you are church leaders, even if you are not holding a leadership position in the present time.  You have responsibilities as leaders of the church that Christ has commanded you carry out.   As leaders in the church of Jesus Christ, you must be spiritually, psychologically and physically strong.  You must be subject in all things first to God, then to each other, and then to your people.
   
As leaders in the church, you are the shepherds, and hopefully, the good shepherds of God’s sheep.  You have to hold on to the vision God has given to you as a church.  You have to be strong like Moses, not weak like Aaron.  What do you have to be? You have to be “Strong like Moses, not weak like Aaron.”
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As Pastor of this church, I have to articulate the vision, mission, and core values of the church, even as others don’t understand or agree with them.  And each of you, as leaders of the church, need to prayerfully share in the shaping and articulation of that vision, mission, and core values in this church and community, even as the people of the church and the community, and even society, disagree with it.  You have to be strong like Moses, not weak like Aaron.
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And you have to maintain the integrity of the word of God given to you in the scripture, your understanding enriched and confirmed throughout history by the church of which you are part, most immediately by the Methodist Church, by your experience, and by your reason, and that of the entire Methodist Church of which you are part.  What do you have to be? You have to be “Strong like Moses, not weak like Aaron.”

You can’t allow cheap cultural imitations of divine truth to be substituted for the gospel you have inherited.   You can’t condone falsehood and appeasement for the sake of filling the church or even keeping people in it.    You have to be relevant to the times but not at the expense of your core values and convictions.    In our Bible passage today we see how seriously God takes our rejection of God, God’s word, and God’s will.  What do you have to be? You have to be “Strong like Moses, not weak like Aaron.”
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There was a pruning of the tree of life that was the people of Israel, that day near Mt. Sinai, for the sake of the Tree of Life continuing to grow and thrive.  You may not like it that God will time to time trim the Tree of Life, but what do you have to do? You have to “Be strong like Moses, not weak like Aaron.”

The story in today’s scripture story takes place in the context of the Hebrew peoples’ journey from captivity, through danger and wilderness and challenges, to a promised land of milk and honey that would be theirs forever.  

You are on such a journey, with each other and me, from a place of captivity in a state of sin and imperfection, to a final place of Christian perfection, where you as individuals and communities, are whole and complete, and the reign of God, with its corresponding rule of love, truth, and justice, prevails.  You are challenged along the way, and as you meet those challenges by the choices you make as individuals and communities, you grow; you grow spiritually and numerically, and this is reflected in every measure of strength imaginable.  Will you assert your faith, “I am the Church and I am strong physically, spiritually, psychologically and fiscally!”  You are STRONG!
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This is not just a vision for the leaders of the church, but for the whole church, for the people of the church.  In the United States, when I was ordained Elder, I was asked this question by Bishop Violet Fisher.  “Do you intend to go on to perfection in love in this lifetime?”  What a great question!  “Do I intend to go on to perfection in love in this lifetime?”  There was some uneasiness among my class of ordinands who giggled shyly in response, “With the help of God.”  But I thought to myself, “I sure do.  Not alone, but with God’s help, Jesus in my heart, and the power of the Holy Spirit driving, I intend to go on to perfection in love!”  
People say to me, we can’t do that.  That’s pie in the sky theology! Only Jesus is perfect.  You can’t attain to what Jesus attained!”  But I say back to them, Jesus has given me this pie to eat and I’m eating it!  Would you like to eat your share, too!

Jesus himself implored his disciples to be “perfect as the Father is perfect; as God is perfect in heaven!   Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven!  Jesus himself said that his disciples, that is, you and I, will accomplish even greater things than he!  And when you realize your perfection through your right belief and right effort you will receive your reward!
[image: image14.jpg]257 v SN

T ) Y 2
i -“ a. (.
K

-; = /9\\ @4‘

| e
| Q "v"l

TR f 4 \
\w/ 0,5 h 0





http://new.rejesus.co.uk/images/area_uploads/wesley/story2.jpg
But listen, that question by John Wesley wasn’t meant for ordained clergy only.  It was one of the questions John Wesley asked of the members of classes of lay members of the church!  
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“Are you church member going on to perfection in love in this lifetime?  Are you church going on to perfection in love in this lifetime?”  Will you answer the question with me now, repeating after me, “Yes, in this lifetime!  Yes, with God’s help!  I am going on to perfection in love in this life time!  I am going on to perfection in love right now!”
Why was God so disappointed and angry with the people of Israel during the Exodus?  And why did God relent and not kill all of them? ____________   

God relented for no other reason than God loved them!  And get this, because God believed in them!  Do you get that?  Do you realize that God loves you! God believes in you Christian! God believes in you Church!  Look at the responsibility God has given you!  God has given you the pearl of great price, the gospel of Jesus Christ, the proclamation of the ever appearing Reign of God!
Don’t be afraid like Aaron.  Be audacious like Moses! When we are on God’s side, God is on our side and nothing is impossible!
The first apostles were stronger when they waited upon God and the Holy Spirit to come upon them.  Wait upon the Lord!  For God will equip you.  God will equip you Christian.  God will equip you Church.   Receive the Holy Spirit.  And you will be strong like the first apostles after Pentecost were strong.  What does God want you to be? God wants you to “Be strong like Moses and not weak like Aaron.”  Resist the temptation to give in to demands of ease and comfort.  And you will make it all the way to the Promised Land . . . all the way to perfection.
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