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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

A member of one of my congregations chided me, “Who do you think you are, a prophet?”  I thought to myself, “No, although sometimes I’m called to preach a prophetic word.  I stand in a tradition of prophetic preachers:  Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Micah, Jesus, Peter, Stephan, and Paul . . .
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“This is the cup of covenant of my blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of your sins and for those of the many.”  

The one day she said to me, “I am tired of you calling me a sinner.”  I was thrown by that statement.  I searched my worship services and sermons.  Why, I hardly ever spoke of sin, never mind call someone a sinner.  I asked others.  I asked her.  She wasn’t sure when.  Finally she said, “During communion.”  I said, “I speak the words of institution directly from the United Methodist Book of Worship and those words are taken from the Bible, words Jesus used, “This is the cup of covenant of my blood poured out for you for the forgiveness of your sins and for those of the many.”  She relented, and said, “I see, but you’re still the wrong Pastor for here.”
Her final outburst came the last week I saw her in church.  “How dare you tell me to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!”
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She and a few others would have walked me out directly to the cliff, bit I simply walked away.
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It’s an unfortunate thing, but sometimes people don’t want to hear the Good News message of Jesus, partly because we have to acknowledge the Bad News of where we are before we can receive the Good News.
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Here’s the thing.  If I am self-sufficient, I don’t need God and I don’t need love.  I don’t need anybody.  If I am perfectly healthy, I don’t need a doctor.  If I know everything already, I don’t have to study.  If I’m perfectly moral and good, I don’t need forgiveness.  And our egos are always telling us we don’t need anything, except the new car, the new house, the new spouse, the new body, the new job, the new church, the new pastor, the new President . . . everything but the new me!  There’s something wrong with the world.  There’s something wrong with everything but me!
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But here’s the other thing.  If I have God and if I have love I don’t need anything outside of myself.  When I have God, I am changed for the good!  When I go to the doctor and follow the doctor’s treatment plan I am healthy!  When I admit that there’s something I need to learn and I study, I know what I need to know to succeed in life!  When I’m forgiven, I’m free to love and forgive.   And when I realize that my ego is the source of my problems, not my car, my house, my spouse, my job, my body, my church, my Pastor and my President, I am happy!

When it comes to receiving the Good News of Jesus Christ, you have to need it to want it and take the action necessary to have it?

[image: image8.jpg]



If you’re a sinner, will you say, “I am a sinner.”  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  That’s the good news of Jesus Christ.  You are forgiven.  Big sin, little sin, you are forgiven!  Sin against God, your neighbor, or yourself, you are forgiven!  And forgiven, you are free, free to sin no more and free to love completely!  Now, it’s important for you to live like you are forgiven and be sin free!
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If you’re sick will you say “I am sick.”  In the name of Jesus Christ you are healthy and whole!  That’s the good news of Jesus Christ.  Sick in body, mind, relations, and spirit, you are whole.  Now, it’s important for you to live like you are healthy and whole.  Put that cigarette out, the alcohol down, rid yourself of your negativity and be positive, and exercise your body, mind, relationships and spirit.  Put only the best in your body, mind, relationships and spirit.  
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If you lack knowledge, say of the Bible and the spiritual life, say “I lack knowledge.”   In the name of Jesus Christ, you have all the resources you need to grow spiritually towards spiritual perfection.  You have the ability to open up your Bible and other spiritual books and learn, understand and grow.  You have the ability to open your minds, hearts, and lives to God and Christ and the Holy Spirit.  In the name of Jesus you can see, hear, love and walk.  You are capable!
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If you are imperfect, will you say, “I am imperfect.”  In the name of Jesus, you are a Child of God, heir of salvation and are perfect.  You are holy.  Now continue on the path of holiness that begins with turning to God in Jesus Christ and telling him you need him, and opening to the Holy Spirit to receive her gifts and utilize them in overcoming evil and fulfilling your life mission, so that you will receive the promised perfection of eternal life and love with God and all God’s creation!
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This is, says Jesus, “the year of the Lord’s favor . . . the year of Jubilee . . . when you have forgiven sins, debts and trespasses against you and your sins , debts, and trespasses against others.  This is the year, for those who will see it, that the reign of God is established upon the earth!  This is the day that the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  And may the joy of the Lord be complete in you.

