22Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 
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Jesus Prays
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23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 
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Jesus Walks on the Water
http://hollywoodjesus.com/media/walkin3.jpg
25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
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Peter Walks on the Water
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28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
Matthew 14:22-33

	Becoming a True Man (Human)
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Truman Walking on Water
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Today we speak of the story of Truman.  The story of Truman is the story of a True Man, a human being who comes to realize who he really is.

As the result of the Original Sin of Adam, the first human, we all have the experience of being born into a sinful world, rather than a heavenly one, a world ruled not by the True and Eternal God, but a false god, here named Cristof, but in the scripture Satan. To enter, the True Heaven, you must die to the sinful world and its ruler, and be born into the True Heaven with its true ruler, a Heaven that exists right here on the earth, a God that exists within and around us.
Christ Jesus shows us the way to overcome the sinful world, which is for many a bad dream, and awaken into the Heaven on earth that Jesus is ruler of.   It is God who has created the original heaven and earth which are utterly beautiful.

It’s pretty obvious that there is a sinful world.  It is the world we live in.  But, the world of heaven is just a breath away.  
As we remember the story, Jesus, the ultimate True Man, enters into the world of flesh to show us the way of being True Humans.  
For any human to become truly human, he or she must follow in the way of Jesus Christ. As Simon needed to become a Peter through following in the way of the Master Jesus, so Truman must become a True Man by waking up from his Sea-haven dream and following the true love of his heart and the vision and direction it gives him.  
Truman, a scripted character, played by an actor in a television series, must become real to live in the real world, the true heaven on earth.

Truman does this by facing his greatest fear and realizes freedom as the result.  Truman’s greatest fear is the sea.   Truman loved the sea but feared it as his earthly father had died at sea, assumedly seeking to leave Sea-haven himself.  Truman fears death in the sea so is unwilling to cross the sea.  
Most human beings don’t know who they really are.  They see themselves of sons or daughters of particular parents, taking on name and identity of their parents.  They learn, first from their parents and other family, and then through school and other human institutions how to live in the human-made, human directed world.  They are living in a human-made world and human-conceived God.  Growth in such a world is by socialization.
You are on the same journey as Truman and of Simon Peter, both of them types of everymen, becoming truly human in the way of Christ.  What is the way of Christ?  It is the way of redemptive suffering and death, the way of crucifixion that leads to resurrection and new life.  The old self, Truman dies to become the True Man.  The old self, Simon, dies to become a saint, or Christed One.
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Truman Burbank didn't know it but he had been televised every second of every day, from the moment he was born. For thirty years he had been the unwitting star of the longest running, most popular documentary-soap opera in history. He lived in the island town of Sea-haven (sea heaven), which was actually a gigantic soundstage. Truman's friends and family - everyone he met, in fact - were actors. He lived every moment under the unblinking gaze of 5,000 hidden TV cameras. 

Most humans, live lives, like Truman Burbank, in a human-constructed world. It’s a Hollywood existence.   It is their home.  They conceive of their world as real, even as divinely conceived, but it is a programmed existence based upon illusionary needs.  It’s hard to be truly happy there as one isn’t what he or she really is there, but an actor in a role defined by a script and scripted relationships. They see themselves as the center of the universe.  The town they live in is safe and comfortable, perfectly so, and they never conceive of leaving their home.  Oh, people do leave, but at great peril.  
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	Very common human fantasies/feelings include that of being watched; that life is somehow not real; of having more importance than we do; and having a sense of being isolated and different. The Truman Show connects with all of these feelings. But more importantly, it connects with real human issues such as: self-determination, truth seeking, and overcoming fears. It is the story of an all-conquering love that brings us closer and closer to our true self.  This is ultimately what our Christian faith is.
There is a god-like director that controls Truman's televised world. His name is Christof. His name is also significant.  He is an imitation Christ who controls the world and its inhabitants.  He's more like anti-Christ or a Satan however, making it impossible for Truman to know the truth and have a real life.

In the movie, a studio light falls from the sky. It's like St. Paul in the Bible when he was struck down by a heavenly light. Truman literally sees the light. This causes Truman to be self-conscious.  He gets the feeling that he's being watched. He needs to find out the truth.

Truman is waking up! Truman feels for the first time that he is not alone and this causes him to feel anxious about life.  There is more to life than he first imagined.  And maybe, just maybe, there is more to life than sea-haven; sea-haven that refuge from chaos that has always protected, yet confined him; sea-heaven, that human-made concept of heaven.  But this world of sea-haven is the only world he has ever known.
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	Love is the force that brings down the house of cards. Love never dies. It is the compelling force that ultimately drives Truman to face and conquer his greatest fear. 

Truman falls in love in a library (symbol of the knowledge of good and evil). They kiss on the beach with the pounding surf in the background (foreshadowing what lies ahead). She is a bit player on the show and is quickly written out. She is banished from the show. Truman is told she moved away across the sea. Truman is now determined to leave Sea-haven, the illusionary human-made Paradise. What is Paradise without Eve? Without love?

Love, first beckons Truman out of his self to a connection with another human being.  Then, stolen from him, Truman feels compelled to pursue and find that lost love.  In love, Truman feels like a new man, larger and greater than he was.  He has a new sense of meaning. This sets him upon a path of awakening that leads to freedom.
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	Sea-haven is surrounded by water. This keeps Truman contained. Noting Truman's early love of boating, Christof staged a boating accident in which a violent chaotic "storm" swept Truman's "dad" off to sea.  This created a crisis of fear of the sea in the mind of Truman.  The sea = chaos, separation and death.

Truman earlier had a love for water and travel upon it.  Likely, he had a vision of what life across the sea would hold for him.  But the tragic loss of his father to the sea convinced him that it was a better choice to stay home in the safety of Sea-haven.  This is the human condition.  We live a mindless, programmed, conditioned existence, like we are sleepwalking, and continue to do because we are afraid to live and afraid to die..
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	 Truman in his truth seeking attempts to cross a bridge.  He is prevented by some cleverly staged events by Christof.   Little does anyone guess that Truman would face his greatest fear and escape in a boat.
The only way out of his illusionary world, a prison disguised as home, is through the water, across the sea, on the vehicle of a boat.  There, beyond the sea awaits his true love.  The sea represented two things to Truman; life and death.  The Sea is the symbol chaos and contains sea monsters which threaten to devour and destroy whomever chances to cross it.  Prevented from crossing the sea by the bridge, Truman boards a boat to make his journey.
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	Aboard the boat, Truman is knocked out by the storm and lies with his arms outstretched as though he died. The ropes around him form the sign of the cross on his chest, emphasizing his crucified-like body posture.
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Here Truman has identified with the life and death of Christ.  He has confronted his chaos monster. The sea has calmed and he comes to. The sun is shining, the darkness is gone. Truman continues to sail until he unexpectedly crashes into the end of the world (the back wall of the gigantic sound studio in which he lives). He gets out of the boat and walks on the ledge, as if walking on water, to a set of stairs leading up into the sky to the very door of heaven.
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	There is an interesting contrast here between the creator of the TV show and THE God of the universe. While Christof broadcasts his voice down to Truman, the girlfriend whispers a simple prayer up to God in a still small voice. Christof's words are well chosen, "I AM the Creator..." Truman confronts his god. Truman chooses the life in the next world over life with the god of this world. Love has won out. Truman becomes a true man.


Peter and Truman are everyman characters.  They are heroes that we can identify with in our spiritual journeys.   Both are called by God to wake up to their potential and live lives beyond their ordinary life experiences.  Both are called to die to this world and be born to a new one.  And we are called to do so as well.  What it takes for both of them and for us to walk away from our socialized selves to our spiritual selves is setting off into the water, Truman by boat, Peter by foot is faith.  Faith begins small, but grows great.  And it takes courage.  There are obstacles to realizing our true identities as Children of God and heirs of God’s promises, but as we persist in faith, those obstacles are overcome and we are made stronger in faith and come to realize our true identity and live the true eternal life of love that Jesus came to show us and lead us to.
