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God plays fair 

 For whatever reason, [when] God chose to make man as he is — limited and 
suffering and subject to sorrows and death — he had the honesty and the courage to take 
his own medicine. Whatever game he is playing with his creation, he has kept his own 
rules and played fair. He can exact nothing from man that he has not exacted from him-
self.  
 [God] has himself gone through the whole of human experience, from the trivial 
irritations of family life and the cramping restrictions of hard work and lack of money to 
the worst horrors of pain and humiliation, defeat, despair and death. When he was a 
man, he played the man. He was born in poverty and died in disgrace, and thought it 
well worthwhile. 
—Dorothy Sayers, The Greatest Drama Ever Staged 
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 Dear Family in Christ, 

  

While we still do not yet have a firm date for resuming in-person worship, 

our  priority is to keep our church family safe and healthy.  We are looking at 

the best ways to not only keep in touch with all of you, but to reach out to 

the surrounding community. 

We are committed to continuing and improving our online worship service.  

A small worship team has begun to live-stream and record the worship service and publish-

ing it on our church website.  

We are so thankful for your patience as we work out the best way to provide a meaningful 

service to you all. We would appreciate your feedback during this trial process. 

Our hopes are to continue with live-streaming and recording the services even after we re-

sume in-person worship opportunities. We  have been reaching beyond our congregation 

with our services and would like to continue doing so. Our primary goal remains being one 

in Christ Jesus; offering our time of worship online helps achieve that goal. 

To that end, we have been researching the best method for live-streaming and have deter-

mined the need for some equipment. 

To permanently install an affordable, user-friendly (by both the media booth operators and 

you, at home, to view on your internet-enabled devices, yes, even your TVs) live-stream 

setup to broadcast our worship services would necessitate an estimated investment of just 

over $3000. (Please see page 4 for more information). 
 

We as a community of faith have some money already available to seed this project, there 

is a need for more financial resources to make this newfound need a reality as soon as pos-

sible.   We would ask you to prayerfully consider how you may be helpful in funding this 

new ministry that can now reach so many people with the good news of Jesus Christ. 

If so, donations may be made with a check to our church with “live-stream ministry” in the 

memo line.  

In everything we give thanks to God!  

In Christ, The Church Council of North Chili United Methodist Church 

               *               *             *              *              *             *           *             *            *              * 

   Pandemic Response Team 
The Response team was formed as a Task Force responsible to the Church Council. 

This team has the task of doing the care-filled work of developing policies, keeping people 
safe, and guiding our preparations. They will do this while adhering to state guidelines for 
the well-being of all concerned from the Pastor to the employees and volunteers, to all our 
congregation. Their weighty task is to help ensure that anyone coming into our building is 
as safe as possible.  

This body consists of Janet Snyder as Leader and Worship, Todd Hochgraf as Trustee, Don 
Allis as Lay Leader and Communications, Nancy & Rodney Nichols as Health Professionals, 
Susann Brainard Communications and Administrative, and Rev. Phil as Pastor and Leader 
during these difficult but interesting times.  

Over the next few weeks we hope to not only provide insight about how we hope to keep 
people safe for small meetings and progress toward some new type of worship,  but to an-
swer any questions you may have about how things are going and what to expect in the 
near future. 

For now, we want you all to know that we are hard at work considering the task at hand. If 
you have questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with a member of this team. 

 

August 2020 
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       August Birthdays   

 8/4   Barry Taft  8/6 Don Allis 

 8/12  Ruth Mori  8/18  Margot Hughes 

 8/18  Bob Kuder  8/19  Helen Ottley 

 8/22  Ken Beaman 8/25  Gary Caswell 

 8/25  Roger Dart  8/26  Sue McCracken 

 8/27  Benjamin Rockwell     8/29 Del Gehman 

  

    Prayer Concerns for August 

Prayers for:  Liz & Allen H, Artie, Kalin w/Lukemia, Tom & Marge, 
Ruth M, James, Lauren T, Dick N, Peg W, Gary M, Sonya’s friend in 
Michigan. 

Please keep these families who have lost loved ones in your thoughts:  

The family and friends of Edward Morrill. Rene T’s family, P Shelp family. 

Gary & Marcia Caswell, Doris Frediani, Phyllis 

Gordon, June Harndon, Marilyn Kaiser, Helen 

Ottley, Ruth Peck,  Barbara Ward, Gene Mori, 

Walt Palmer 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR  Donations are needed such as Dry Goods, 

Toiletries, Disposable razors, Shaving cream,  Diapers and baby wipes, Soap & 

Dish soap, antiseptic hand wipes.  The donations are delivered to Grace Church 

of the Nazarene each month to benefit people in our area who need a little 

help.  Right now the need is great.  Please call ahead to make sure Susann is 

there and you can leave your items at the door and ring the bell. Susann will 

put items on our shelves and delivery to Grace Church will be arranged.  

  Bible Study News 

Please join us live on Zoom for Bible Study on either 

Sunday or Tuesday evening from 7:30-9:00PM where we will get better acquainted with 

the Gospel of John.  We will delve into this narrative record of who Jesus is and what he 

came to do. All are welcome to join in these discussions!   The link will be available on 

the front page of the church website umcnorthchili.org      and sent via email in the 

Announcements. 
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  Live-Streaming FAQs 
 
Where would these cameras be positioned? 
 

In the archway two pews from the front where stage lighting is already  
hanging. 
 
Who would be on camera? 
 

Anyone who is in the chancel area and/or coming forward to offer announce-
ments, anthems, etc. 
 
Would there be any recording of “audience reaction” angles during the broadcast? 
 

This would be up to church council to make a decision/policy for live-streaming. 
 
How would this impact the media booth volunteers. 
 

There are several possibilities: 
We could use the current slideshow computer as the video broadcast machine. It would 
then display on the front projectors the very signal that is being live-streamed to the inter-
net. It would still have the lyrics on screen, plus it would have a zoomed in view of those 
leading worship. 
Videos and presentations for Sunday mornings, then, would use a different software pro-
gram and hence, training would be involved for media booth volunteers. 
Another possibility would be having a third person in the booth with a separate computer. 
This would not be helpful at this point due to an inability to social distance in the booth. 
 
How would all this get installed? 
 

Volunteers who are interested in using their current knowhow or a willingness to learn! 
 
If we can use Facebook Live as a free streaming service, why would we start pay-
ing for BoxCast? 
 
 

Ease of use at both the production and worshiper 
end of the spectrum.  
A lot of extra time and anxiety is involved to get 
Facebook to show up correctly on our church 
website without forcing people to have a Face-
book profile. 
 

BoxCast simplifies the whole process as well as 
opening up the possibility for people to view the 
stream on their SmartTVs, AppleTV, and Roku- 
enabled TVs. 
 

It would allow us to stream to the church website 
directly, as well as to Facebook, and to the 
BoxCast app itself that people can download to 
their devices. 
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 August 2020 
      Serving in Worship    
   Liturgy is the work of the People  
           for the Glory of God 

Liturgist/Acolyte 
8/02 Sue Josephson 
8/09 Susann Brainard 
8/16 Lyle Tague 
8/23   Don Allis 
8/30   Erik Rockwell 
 

August Pianists:   
Laura Freeman 
Randy Bloechl 
Janet Snyder 
 
Soloist: 
Jaclyn Breeze 
Lyle Tague 
Janet Snyder 
Don Allis  
Todd Calvin 
 
Nursery 
8/02  Lori McComb  
8/09  Sonya Pease 
8/16  Sue Josephson  
8/23  Sandra Waterman 
8/30  Susann Brainard 

Camera Operator: 
8/02 Todd Calvin 
8/09 Erin Nichols 
8/16 Todd Hochgraf 
8/23   Don Allis 
8/30   Barry Taft 
  
 Media Booth 
8/02 Rodney N 
8/09 Randy Bloechl  
8/16  Sue N 
8/23   Carol B 
8/30   Todd H 

This Month! 

Thank You 
for Serving  

Lectionary for August:   

August  2:  9th Sunday after Pentecost; John chapter  11   

August  9:  10th Sunday after Pentecost; John chapter  12   

August 16: 11th Sunday after Pentecost; John chapter  13   

August 23:  12th Sunday after Pentecost, John chapter 14 

August 30:  13th Sunday after Pentecost, John chapter 15 
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  United Methodist Women News 

   Faith - Hope - Love - In Action 

All the ladies (and Pastor Phil) are invited to the UMW Annual 
Picnic,  
  Monday August 10th 6pm  at Church 
 
Since we are still in cautious times, there will be a few changes to 
the format. 
 

1) No auction this year (yes, I am sad too as I enjoy our young lady auctioneers’ 
enthusiasm). Instead, please consider giving a small donation to the UMW. This 
donation will go to helping women and youth. 
 

2) Everyone should bring their own lawn chair, meal, drink, plasticware, and napkins.    
 A TV tray table might also be handy. 
 

3) We’ll sit outside socially distanced. If the weather does not cooperate, the rain 
date is the next Monday, August 17th 6pm. I’ll send out a cancellation email by 4pm 
on Monday, August 10th if it’s rainy, too HOT, or it snows (ha!). 
I hope to see you all soon! 
 
 

Regarding the UMW Garage Sale scheduled for Sat Sept 12…..As of this writing (July 
17th), I am still awaiting church council/pandemic response task force approval. 
There has been good response for donations and sufficient volunteers for all stages 
of the sale. Notification of the final decision will be via email and in the church an-
nouncements in the next few weeks. On behalf of the North Chili UMW, I want to 
thank everyone for your willingness to give and volunteer your time to this mission. 
 
Blessings to all! 
Lori McComb 
NC UMW President 

 

  FLORENCE BRASSER MERIT SCHOLARSHIP   

This Scholarship Fund was established in 1986 to aid students from the families of North 

Chili United Methodist Church.  Scholarship grants are made to students who have complet-

ed high school, enrolled in a 2-4 year college and they or their family has actively partici-

pated in the life of our church.  Continuing  eligibility for the grants from the fund will be 

based upon the maintenance of a “C’ average or equivalent point average for the school 

year prior to the grant application.  A complete application includes a recent transcript. 

Forms are now available at the Church office or on the Church website:    

   www.umcnorthchili.org  

and are required to be submitted to the Scholarship Fund committee by August 19th this 

year.  Grants are paid to the student no later than early  fall. 
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  Operation Christmas Child 
  

The need for shoeboxes is even greater because of COVID-19.  Even though our daily rou-

tines have been turned upside down, we are still collecting and 

working on shoeboxes.  We do not know how things will look when 

it comes packing time, but it will be different.  The current situation 

has presented time to be creative and make handmade items for 

the boxes.   

   

If you have any special talents you could use to make toys, games, 

clothing, etc. for the boxes, it would be much appreciated.  It is a 

wonderful way to spend extra time that you have on your hands and feel like you are doing 

something useful.  I know it is scary to go shopping, but have found shopping online to be a 

safe ‘contactless’ option. 

 August    We’ll collect  School Supplies! 

Small notebooks, scissors, pencils, pens in blue or black ink, erasers sharpeners, 

crayons, colored pencils, markers, highlighters, post its, solar calculators. Or what-

ever else you can think of.     Items may be dropped off at Church by calling ahead to 

make sure Susann is there to collect them.    
  

 

Another option is to build a shoebox online. For $25 they will build a box for 

you!  These can go to those very hard to reach countries, where traditional 

shoeboxes cannot go.  https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-

christmas-child/buildonline/ 

  

 North Chili Farmers Market 

 Thank you to those who have already signed up to be  

“market managers.” If you would like the opportunity to visit with 

some great vendors and meet your “neighbors”, there are still several 

dates available in Aug., Sept. and Oct.  

Send an email to rdart2@rochester.rr.com with preferred dates. 

July has been a busy month for the market. Have some new vendors with different products 

and the veteran vendors are also here with their produce. 

We have made some necessary changes to ensure that everyone is safe. For the most part, 

vendors and shoppers alike are conforming to the “new normal.” 

It is exciting to see the vendors arrive early and set up to display their wares. Some shop-

pers arrive at the 8:00 am hour to be sure to get the prime choice of the products they 

want. Gregory’s bakery seems to be very popular, as is all our fruit and vegie vendors.  

Come check out the newer vendors like the Jams & Jellies, or meat & eggs. 

Many shoppers are thankful to us for having the market. We serve a good purpose here. 

  Co-chairs, Roger and John 

  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
about:blank
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2200 Westside Dr.,  Rochester, NY  14624 

Office (585) 594-9111 

Email:  umcnorthchili@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am 

Umcnorthchili.org 

Rev. Dr. Phillip W. Phaneuf 


