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Lessons from the angels 
 
 To frightened shepherds on the first Christmas Eve, a host 
of angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men” (Luke 2:14, KJV).  
 Nineteenth-century minister Charles Kingsley explained 
how these key words tell the meaning of Jesus’ birth and give 
meaning to our lives. 
 
• Glory. “That little babe, lying in the manger among the cat-
tle, was showing the very highest glory of the great God who had 
made heaven and earth. To stoop, to condescend, to have mercy, 
to forgive — that is the highest glory of God.” 
 
• Peace. “God is not selfish. He sacrificed himself for us. Sac-
rifice yourselves then for each other! Give up your own pride, 
your own selfishness, your own interest for each other, and you 
will be ... at peace.” 
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 December Reflections 2019 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. - Luke 1:38 
 
Adventure is what awaits us when we practice being mindful of the difference be-
tween an attitude of expectation and an attitude of expectancy. A posture of expec-
tation can leave us standing with a constant feeling of disappointment. What we ex-
pect to happen in any given day (such as, how we will treat people, how people will 
treat us, how we will react) and what actually occurs are often radically different. We 
can enter into a cycle of regret, self-doubt, and resentment toward others. 

A position of expectancy, rather, is an open attitude toward life. To be expectant is 
to be aware that much of life is an adventure; we do not know how events will play 
themselves out day-to-day. Freedom enters the mind when we let go of our expec-
tations; with newly emptied hands we can then ask God what it is we should “pick 
up” instead. 

Gabriel’s conversation with Mary can be for us a guiding example. Prior to that 
blessed interaction, did Mary have a sense as to what her life would be like? Certain-
ly, Mary did not pencil in “become the mother of the messiah” in her “Things to Ac-
complish in Life” journal. Unexpected is the word for what God offers her. Mary’s re-
sponse, “let it be…” exemplifies a life practicing expectancy. Mary shows us how to 
be expectant; open to the adventure that God wants to play in our world. 

What adventure awaits me and you in this season of waiting? May you sense God 
assisting you in letting your expectations fall from your hands this season. May the 
“musts” and “shoulds” melt away. May the drive toward hustle halt and in its place 
may the effortless expectancy of letting things be according to God’s adventure fill 
your hearth and heart with a hospitable reception for all that will take place in the 
days leading to Christ’s appearance. Amen. 

 
Grace and Peace, 
 

Rev. Phil 
 
 
 

    

    December 1   1st Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122;  

 Communion United Methodist Student Sunday 
   December 8  2nd Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72   
   December 15  3rd Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 35:1-10  

   December 22  4th Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80 

   December 29  1st Sunday after Christmas: Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148  
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Serving in  

Worship          

December  2019 

Liturgy is the Work of 
the People  

for the Glory of God 

Liturgist 
12/01  Don Allis 
12/08  Sue Josephson 
12/15  Susann Brainard 
12/22  Erik Rockwell 
12/24  Don A, Tafts, Susann B, 
 Rodney N, Todd C 
12/29  Sandy Wulff 
 

Greeters 
12/01  Allen Family 
12/08  Jen, Erik, Ben Rockwell 
12/15  Ed & Evie Ortman 
12/22  Larry 7 Becky Cornell 
12/24  Lori & Paul McComb 
12/29  Claire & Rebecca 
Hewitt 
 

Ushers 
12/01  Susann B, Kathy S  
12/08  Kathy K, Sharon K 
12/15  Becky C, Gail P 
12/22  Jim & Martha Kline 
12/24  Roger D, Bob K 
12/29  Bob & Dianne Arazy 
 

Acolytes 
12/01  Rachael Guarino 
12/08  Bob Kuder 
12/15  Rachael Guarino 
12/22  Dianne Arazy 
12/24  Don Allis, Susann  
12/29  Don Fernberg 
 
Communion Servers: 
12/01  Todd H, Sandy W, Bob 
K 

Altar 
12/01  Susann Brainard 
12/08  N/A 
12/15  Altar Committee 
12/22  Ruth Mori 
12/24  Susann Brainard 
12/29  Joyce Palmer 
 

 Media Booth 
12/01   Randy & Carol Bloechl 
12/08   Sue N, Todd H 
12/15   Rodney N, Todd H 
12/22   Randy & Carol Bloechl 
12/24   Randy & Carol Bloechl 
12/29   Rodney N, Sue N 
 
 Media Presentation 
12/01  Carol Bloechl 
12/08  Tom Wulff 
12/15  Tom Wulff 
12/22  Carol Bloechl 
12/24   Carol Bloechl 
12/29  Sue Norton 
 
Coffee Hour:  
CARE Team 
Please sign up to bring a 
snack item for Coffee hour. 
Or helping to set up or clean 
up afterwards. 

To the  Bible Study 

members who signed 

up to provide re-

freshments for the 

month of November! 
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    PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

      North Chili United Methodist Church  

  December 7th, 2019       8:00AM   to   10:00AM  

       From the Men’s  Breakfast  Group 

         Featuring Barry’s Magic Griddle! 

      Scrambled Eggs   Sausage    

  All you can eat Pancakes     

              Juice  and  Coffee or Tea 

     Donations:   Adults  $5    ages 5-10 — $3 

   Come for Breakfast,  Stay for Fellowship! 

            Farmers Market   November 2019      

 Just one final thanks to all that helped keep the tradition going. Can’t help 

but wonder if those that started our market so many years ago had any idea 

that it would still be going 44 years later and the impact it would have on our 

church community as well as the community at large.  

It seems in talking with some of our vendors that the markets have changed over the years. Mar-

kets seem to attract fewer shoppers and our market is no exception. We are blessed to have a 

core of very dependable vendors. Not every stall is filled every week but the market still meets 

the needs of those that shop here, many on a regular basis. 

With your help, we can keep our market alive and well. 

Roger and John 

   LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 

Donations are needed such as Dry Goods, Toiletries, Paper 

towels, Soap & Dish soap.  Our delivery day is Sunday De-

cember 15 this month. The donations are delivered to 

Grace Church of the Nazarene each month to benefit people 

in our area who need a little help.   

Drivers this month are Norma Hochgraf, Larry Cornell.    
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To our Friends at North Chili UMC,  
On behalf of the Food Pantry ministry at Grace Church of the Nazarene, I want to say 
thank you for your gracious donations each month… your efforts are appreciated! 
 

The goal of the Food Pantry ministry is to serve our community with food and tangible 
items through generous donations. It has helped countless individuals and families 
over the years and this help is based on the support and investment of volunteers 
who live to serve others in Jesus’ name. YOU are part of that heritage as you strive to 
serve and invest through offering tangible items to be distributed to those in need. 
 

We are very grateful for your gracious generosity to our community and for allowing 
the Food Pantry to minister to those in need through your donations. Thank you for 
being a part of this ministry and thank you for faithfully participating in Jesus’ king-
dom work in our world. You are a blessing!   
 

Rev. Douglas Milne 
Lead Pastor at Grace Church of the Nazarene 

  Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
 
Delve into a disciple’s journey with Jesus with other siblings in the faith on Tuesday mornings 
from 9:30-11:00AM. Our topic of conversation each week will be the passage of scripture up-
on which our next Sunday service will focus. Your insights and questions can be a source of 
inspiration for all those gathered. 
You do not have to be a member here to join us and you are welcome to bring a friend! 
Upcoming Bible Study Opportunities 
Tuesdays at 9:30AM  meets in the Fellowship Hall 
Dec. 3 - Isaiah 11:1-10   Dec. 10 - Isaiah 35: 1-10 
  Dec. 17 - Isaiah 7: 10-16    

 

 
Christmas Gifts for Our Staff 

Throughout the year, our church staff shares their talents, 

gifts and time with all of us.  Our church enjoys the tradi-

tion of acknowledging the work and dedication our staff 

demonstrates to the church, its programs, and the congre-

gation throughout the year.   

The Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee (SPPRC) will 

be collecting voluntary cash donations between Sunday, 

December 1 and Sunday, December 15th.  If you would like to make a Christmas gift 

donation to the church staff, please see a member of SPPRC.  If you prefer to write a 

check, please make it out to a member of SPPRC and NOT to the church (to address 

NYS tax implications).  The check will be cashed and the money added to the staff 

Christmas Gift funds.  Unless otherwise specified, all money collected will be shared 

equally across all staff.   

The paid staff supporting our church are: Pastor Phil Phaneuf, Susann Brainard,  

 Bob Kuder, Laura Freeman and Jaclyn Breeze. 
     

    Thank you and Christmas Greetings from the SPPRC:  

Lyle Tague, Bob Arazy, Norma Hochgraf, Jane Huey, Gail Powell, Sue McCracken.  
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    Prayer Concerns for December 

Prayers for: Tom G, Carol M, Gene M, Crystal E, Ellie, Connie S, 
Bob G, Joe O, W.J, Dave C. family, Les, Walter B, Walt P. Doug W. 

Please keep these families who have lost loved ones in your 
thoughts: Chupp family, Hoch family, Battaglini’s 

 

     December Birthdays   

  12/1    Marlane Hochgraf   

 12/4  Gene Mori         12/5  Ruth Peck 

 12/11 Sonya Pease    12/11  Dennis Powell   

2/12  Don Norton        12/12  Evie Ortman 

12/15  Tom Wulff        12/26 Claire Hewitt       

 12/31  Phyllis Gordon   

Gary & Marcia Caswell, Phyllis Gordon, 

June Harndon, Marilyn Kaiser, Gene 

Mori, Helen Ottley, Walt Palmer,  Ruth 

Peck,   Barbara Ward 

We hope you will all be able to join us for these Special Events during Worship:  

Each Sunday of December join us for Carols and lighting the Advent Candles. 

Sunday Dec. 8  we will be joined by the Robert’s Wesleyan Men’s Choir. 

Christmas Cantata Sunday Dec. 22  Hear the Christmas story through music. 

Also on December 22 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. we will provide a Remembrance 

Service with contemplative music, time for quiet reflection, prayer and commun-

ion. This will be a time to remember our loved ones at this holy time of year. 

Tuesday December 24 at 7:00 p.m. we will celebrate with a Candlelight Service! 
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    Open House 2019 

The Open House planning group met to review the results and conclusions of the Open House 

on September 21st. With 75 to 100 people in attendance (thank you to the Prayer Tent and 

Bob for his efforts in directing people from the Farmer’s Market to the Open House) for the 3 

hours of the open house. It was felt by the group that the event was a success. The at-

tendees were able to view the displays that were prepared by the various groups about our 

missions and programs and ask questions of the people who make these projects work for 

our church. The event also gave us the chance to meet and talk with some of our neighbors 

and friends. Everyone also enjoyed the refreshments and many of the visitors were able to 

meet our Pastor.  

As with any event we had many things that worked to the plan. But we also have some op-

portunities to improve. Successes and opportunities were discussed at the meeting and ideas 

on how to turn the opportunities into successes were noted. 

Where do we go from here? The planning group felt that this Open House was something 

that we should do again and a date for next year was chosen. So mark your calendars for 

August 15, 2020, 8:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. This will give us time to fixup what needs to im-

prove and to polish up everything else. So start planning on what you would like to display 

and how you can help to make the next Open House another success. 

In gratitude, 

Don Allis 

 “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;”  

As we wait expectedly for Christ’s birth,  

let the ladies of the North Chili UMC gather on Monday, December 

16th 6pm to celebrate another Advent / Christmas with a potluck 

dinner. We’ll  have appetizers at 6pm,  a mission activity at  6:30-

7pm, and have a potluck dinner and fellowship starting at 7pm. 

Please bring a dish to pass and a bag of candy. We’ll “fancy wrap” 

the candy into festive tray favors for Leroy Manor. Sign up sheet on 

bulletin board behind sanctuary. Beverages provided by UMW. For 

more information, contact Lori McComb 739-8032. 

North Chili United Methodist Women  

Invites you to… UMW Christmas Potluck 
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2200 Westside Dr.,  Rochester, NY  14624 

Office (585) 594-9111 

Email:  umcnorthchili@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am 

Rev. Dr. Phillip W. Phaneuf 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. 


