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Epiphany’s significance 
  
 The church season of Epiphany begins on January 6 each year. The name comes from the Greek 
word epiphaneia, meaning “to appear, to show or to manifest.” The ending date of the Epiphany season is 
determined by Ash Wednes-day, which is determined by the date of Easter. 
 Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the Magi, or wise men, to worship the infant 
Jesus. The significance of Epiphany for Christians is that it symbolizes the first recognition of Christ by 
Gentiles, or non-Jews. 
 The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine nature of Jesus, the Light of the world. Symbols 
for the season include light, a star and the color green, which represents life, growth, hope and eternity. 
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         January  2023 
 
 
 
 
 
Being 
 
The stable straw-now swept and swapped 
The magi make their long journey home 
Mother, Father, child begin their journey, too 
And we, the shepherds 
With Stars still spotting our eyes 
And a celestial-level tinnitus 
Wonder 
What do we do now? 
And in the still-warm emptiness 
of the manger 
She asks of us a certain depth 
to become 
much more than accomplish 
To love 
much more than obtain 
To be 
much more than do 
Aware that in every moment 
we may cradle God 
and be so much more 
through simply being 
 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Phil  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    January  1   Epiphany Sunday: Matthew 2:1-12; Communion    

    January 8  Baptism of the Lord: Matthew 3: 13-17 

    January 15  2nd Sunday after Epiphany: John 1: 29-42  

    January 22  3rd Sunday after Epiphany: Matthew 4:12-23  

    January 29  4th Sunday after Epiphany: Matthew 5:1-12 
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Liturgy is the Work of 
the People  

for the Glory of God 

 Camera 
1/01 Todd H 
1/08   Don Allis 
1/15 Linda Tague 
1/22  Randy B 
1/29 Rodney N 
 

 Sound 
1/01 Don Allis 
1/08 Todd Calvin 
1/15  Steven Latoski 
1/22 Sue Norton 
1/29 Todd Hochgraf  
 

Music 

Linda Moore 

Choir 
 

Coffee Hour: 

1/01 Cornell’s 
1/08 Susann Brainard 
1/15 Sonya Pease 
1/22    
1/29   

Volunteers Needed!  Sign-up 
sheet is by the Sanctuary. 

  January 2023 

 

 

Upper New York welcomes it’s new bishop on January 

1, 2023. 

Bishop Hector Burgos who prefers to be addressed as Bishop 

Héctor, will be the new bishop of the Upper New York (UNY) 

Conference. Bishop Héctor is eager to meet laity and clergy 

throughout the Conference and has scheduled dates for regional 

meetings. The meeting for our area will be at LeRoy UMC on 

Feb. 9, 2023 from 7-8:30 pm. 

  

Greeter: Don Fernberg 
 

Ushers 
1/01   Kathy K, Deb B 
1/08 Martha & Jim Kline 
1/15 Sue J, Sharon K 
1/22 MaryLou B, Carol B 
1/29   Lori & Paul McComb   
 

Liturgist 
1/01 Susann B 
1/08 Randy Bloechl 
1/15 Lyle Tague 
1/22   Sue Josephson  
1/29  Erik Rockwell 
  
Sunday School 
1/01 Sonya Pease  
1/08 Lori McComb 
1/15 Kathy Krisher 
1/22 Sandra Waterman 
1/29 Sonya Pease 
 
 

Communion: Sue J, Becky Cornell 
Rodney Nichols 
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Our Services will continue to be available on the Church website      

  www.umcnorthchili.org 

We encourage the use of Hand Sanitizer when you come in to the building. 

*We will celebrate Communion on January 1.   

Coffee hour Please sign up on the bulletin board near the Sanctuary for prepping, cleaning up, 
and bringing baked goods for Coffee hour. It only takes 15-20 minutes to set up goodies and 
coffee for this special time together!  Putting out trays of wrapped goodies, or cookies, fruit, 
cheese and crackers.  Then clean up and wiping down tables. You can sign up for one or both.  
Please prayerfully think about when you can sign up to volunteer!  Without volunteers we may 
not have a coffee hour…... 

 The Church Care team would like to thank everyone in the congregation for donating food, 
snacks and serving supplies for the Church coffee hour.  Please do not donate any more foam 

food service containers. These foam containers used for prepared food and beverages were banned in New 
York state effective January 1, 2022. We will use up our present inventory of foam containers. Please do-
nate only serving supplies made of paper. The use of ceramic coffee cups is encouraged during coffee hour. 
 

I hope you are all staying warm and maybe enjoying a good 
book and a cup of tea or cocoa, or coffee. It’s a slower time 
with fewer activities but we’re humming right along here at 
your Church!   Watch for new bible studies, and new opportu-
nities to get together. We typically have Cuddle Quilt making 
on the second Saturday 9am to Noon each month. We’d like 
to add a crafting area to that time. We will have some crafts 
ready to work on for the Shoeboxes or other venues. But you 
may also bring something you are working on. Maybe something you need help with even. 

 

    We will be working on a new Phone Directory for the New Year! 

 I will have a copy of the Directory along with Update forms during 
the first two or three weeks of January. Please check your infor-
mation for  any needed up-dates, so we can get a new Directory 
printed and out to everyone. 

Many of you have picked up your Giving Envelopes for 2023. It is very much appreciated that folks pick 

these up. They are awkward to mail as they come undone. There is also the substantial cost of mailing. 

The advantage of having these envelopes is that you are assigned a number which is used for the Finan-

cial counters to keep track of the contributions.  If at any time you need an accounting of your contribu-

tions that number makes it easier to track down.   

If you have not sent in your pledge card to Invest in Caring for your church, there is still time to do that. 

They may be dropped in the Offering plate or mailed in to the Church address. 

       Financial News - Electronic  Giving—Vanco 

The Finance Committee has added an electronic means to 

connect with our community.  Vanco gives our church new 

eGiving tools, allowing for contributions to be made through either credit card payments or bank electronic 

funds transfers.  The easy to use link is on the Church website on the same page as the Worship Service. 
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  Blessing Jar  

One way to reflect on your blessings as the days and months 
pass is to fill a Blessing Jar.  
So in the New Year, you will find slips of paper next to a jar in 
the front hallway. I encourage you to jot down one thing you are 
grateful for each week and place the slip in the jar.    
 No names, just Blessings! 
For those at home, you are encouraged to send me an email 
with your blessing. I will make sure it goes in the jar. 
Each week I will let you know some of the things people are 
grateful for.  
May we all have a blessed, grateful, uplifting year ahead! I hope 
to see an overflowing jar next December! 
  

     Prayer Concerns for  December 

 Prayers for healing: Roger D, Sue Mc, Rev. Bob K, Marcia 
C, Michael, Marge & Tom, Jill W, Patti D, Freddie, baby Mi-
chael P, Donna & John, and for those with Cancer diagno-
sis’: Karen C, Amelia, Christine’s friend.  

Please keep these families who have lost loved ones in  
your thoughts:   

 Prayers for our homebound friends: Gary & Marcia 
Caswell, Ellie Cornish, Ellen Farnham,  Linda Foster, Doris 
Frediani, Bea Tyson, Bob Closs, Bev Hartman, Linda N. 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 

Grace Church of the Nazarene continues to serve families in the Ogden area 

each Wed. at 6pm. As their neighbor we continue to support them in this im-

portant mission. Food Pantry Donations: deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, 

laundry soap, dryer sheets, tampons & pads, hand soap, dish soap, Kleenex. 

are needed this month. Regular size containers are preferred, as is un-

scented products please. Thank you all for the great response to our call for 

items for this mission! This really is a community pantry.      Our delivery day 

this month will be on January 15. 

Hat and Mitten Tree donations this year will go to Saints 

Place located in Pittsford ,NY. Saints place mission is to "Welcome 

the Stranger" by providing clothing, furniture, school supplies , 

household goods, tutoring and scholarships to newly arrived refu-

gees in the Rochester area,  Saints Place is thankful for the sup-

port they get from our Rochester community. They have been 

helping refugees for 25 years.  
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 North Chili United Women in Faith  

 

Happy New Year!  

 

We had a great Christmas Potluck back on Monday, 

December 12. We missed a few ladies because of illness and pray they recover 

quickly. The food was excellent and the conversation was delightful. As our mission 

activity, we made 80 candy-filled treat bags for Leroy Manor, an adult assisted living 

facility. We curled ribbon and added a festive tag to each bag, infusing love into all 

that “sweetness”.   

At our next general business meeting on Monday, January 9, 2023 7pm (in 

the church conference room), the unit will plan our activities for 2023. Our immedi-

ate planning is for Women’s Sunday in February and how we’ll handle 2023’s Craft 

Sale. New ideas and ladies are always welcome. 

Wishing you a joyous 2023. May the blessings of God always remain with you 

throughout the year! 

Lori McComb 

NC UWF President 

  

  

   Operation Christmas Child 
 

We had another amazing year supporting Operation Christmas Child 
in 2022.  Thank you for all your support and encouragement.  I 
have exciting news to share of the destinations of our shoeboxes 
this year.  Please pray for the children in these countries. 
The destinations of our 2022 shoe boxes: 
Honduras South Africa  Colombia 
To be Determined (Awaiting shipment) - hanging out in the Char-
lotte processing center 

 

Collections for January: 
Toys and Games.  Perhaps we can find some good after Christmas sales to bring a 
smile to a child in 2023.  Remember, everything has to fit into a standard size shoe-
box and no liquids or military items allowed. Keep your eyes out for crafting work-
shops in the new year.  We won't schedule too much in advance as we know our 
winter weather can change our plans.  Also new will be a 
'Wish List' giving tree if you would like to shop online or 
need ideas/sizes for easier shopping. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and hope you have a Blessed New 
Year!!! 
 

Thanks, 
Sonya 
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 2023 Leadership Nominations Report        (* -Ex-officio)  

  Church Council Leadership Team - Sue Norton, Chair  

  Trustees (3-9 members), Todd Hochgraf, Leader  

              Finance - Jim Kline, Leader  

    Safe Sanctuary Team 2023  

              Communications Team 2023  

Janet Snyder –Lay Leader Sandra Waterman - Lay Member 
to Annual Conference; Education 
Leader 

Sue Josephson – CARE Team 
Leader 

  Jim Kline - Finance Team Leader Todd Hochgraf – Trustees Team 
Leader 

Linda Moore-Worship co-leader Randy Bloechl - Treasurer Lori McComb – UWF; Safe Sanc-
tuary 

Lyle Tague – SPPRC Team 
Leader 

Rev. Phil Phaneuf - Pastor Don Allis-Communications leader 

SPPRC Staff, Pastor, Parish Relations Committee (5-9 members), Lyle Tague, Leader  

2023 2024        2024 2025 

Sue McCracken Lyle Tague (Leader) Liz Neider Sue McCracken 

  Bob Arazy Becky Cornell Sharon Kelly 

Phil Phaneuf - Pastor *Sandra Waterman Kathy Iannucci   

2022 2023            2024 2025 

Robert Todd Hochgraf - (Leader) Todd Calvin Paul McComb Robert Todd Hochgraf 

Larry Huey Gary McCracken Don Allis Larry Huey 

Kathy Krisher (Secretary) Bob Kuder Kathy Krisher Sue Josephson 

Leadership Development, Nominations (5-9 members) - Rev. Phil Phaneuf, Leader  

2022 2023 2024 2025 

Becky Cornell Carol Bloechl Joyce Palmer Janet Snyder 

*Sue Norton Finance Secretaries Sandy Wulff, Don Fernberg Rodney Nichols 

Randy Bloechl - Treasurer David Hale * Sandra Waterman 

Lori McComb Sandra Waterman Rev. Phil Phaneuf Susann Brainard 

Don Allis Rev. Phil Phaneuf Don Fernberg Susann Brainard                 Cliff Cook 
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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NORTH CHILI 

2200 Westside Dr.  

Rochester, NY  14624 

Office (585) 594-9111 

Email:  umcnorthchili@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am, Traditional 

Rev. Dr. Phillip W. Phaneuf 


