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Keep on believing 
 Through major life challenges, Christian singer-songwriter Jeremy Camp has 
learned to walk by faith and cling to his hope in Christ. While he was growing up, 
Camp’s family (which includes a brother with Down syndrome) struggled with poverty. 
When Camp was just 23, his wife of several months died of cancer. 
 The first song Camp wrote after her death was the chart-topper “I Still Believe.” 
In the chorus, he sings: 
 

 I still believe in Your faithfulness 
 I still believe in Your truth 
 I still believe in Your holy word 
 even when I don’t see, I still believe. 
 

Camp says trusting in God during life’s valleys takes lots of courage. “You can say, ‘All 
right, Lord, I don’t get it, but I’m going to trust you,’ and go to the only One [who] offers 
life and hope and peace and joy.” 
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             March 
      2020 
  
Dear Family of God, 
 

Take a deep breath with me and be mindful about what we know is true: 
The days are getting longer; more sunlight surrounds us with every rotation. 
The snow and ice will soon become a memory; crocuses, in weeks, will herald a new sea-
son. 
Swimsuits adorn the mannequins which were bundled up in snow gear last week. 
Signs. All of these are signs that something new is about to arrive. 
“New” doesn’t need to be jarring, surprising, or unexpected. I reckon none of us will be 
completely shocked or dismayed that Spring will arrive. No one (I hope) will huff, “I wish 
someone would have consulted me before making this decision to change seasons.” 
In fact, we expect—yes, many even long for—the change to Spring. 
With Spring comes the season of Lent. A time in the christian calendar of observances 
where we are often encouraged to be repentant. With that, unfortunately,  all kinds of neg-
ative triggers associated with being penitent for 40 days. We begin with being reminded 
we’re just like ashes. And then often we’re told to not eat anything delicious. Certainly cele-
brations of any sort during Lent would be questionable. We even put away the “alleluia” 
during Lent. 
Can I ask a question, though? Have you found these practices to be helpful? Have they 
drawn you closer to God? I’m certainly not questioning developing fantastic practices such 
as scripture reading and prayer and even fasting during Lent. Please do so (in fact, I would 
highly recommend reading Richard Foster’s The Celebration of Discipline during Lent)! 
My question is more along the lines of what Jesus teaches us in the middle of his mountain 
sermon in Matthew. He teaches: “When you fast, do not look somber as pretenders do, for 
they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have re-
ceived their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so 
that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is un-
seen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 
So I’m wondering if you would join me for a season of repentance that is refreshing—
refreshing like the cool splash of water cleansing the face. Refreshing as balm being mas-
saged into aching muscles. I’d like to invite us all into a season of being refreshed by God 
through Jesus Christ. We’ll hear stories all through Lent of Jesus inviting people to be re-
freshed and renewed. We’ll witness lives being transformed because they’ve been refreshed 
by the water that only Jesus offers. And what is this “water” that Jesus offers? 
Life. Simply put, Jesus is offering Life. Jesus offers the way to breathe and to be present 
and aware of all that is truly meaningful and worthy of sensing! Don’t you want more of 
that? I do too! So let’s join together this Lent and be refreshed by Jesus’ way of Life! 
 
Phil 
 

 
 
 

 
     March  1 1st Sunday in Lent: John : 1-12; Psalm 32; Communion 
     
     March 8  2nd Sunday in Lent: John 3:1-17; Psalm 121; Scouting Sunday 
       
     March 15  3rd Sunday in Lent: John 4:5-42; Psalm 95  
  
     March 22  4th Sunday in Lent: John 9:1-41; Psalm 23; UMCOR Sunday 
 
     March 29  5th Sunday in Lent: John 11:1-45; Psalm 130 
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Serving in  

Worship          

March 2020 

Liturgy is the Work of 
the People  

for the Glory of God 

Liturgist 
3/01 Barry Taft 
3/08 Erik Rockwell 
3/15 Claire Hewitt  
3/22 Sandy Wulff 
3/29   Randy Bloechl 
 

Greeters 
3/01 Sharon Kelly 
3/08 Carol Bloechl 
3/15 Allen Hulme 
3/22 Ed & Evie Ortman 
3/29   Sue Josephson 
 

Ushers 
3/01 Kathy S, Sonya P  
3/08 Susann B, Roger D 
3/15 Bob & Dianne Arazy 
3/22 Martha & Jim Kline 
3/29   Bob K, Gail P 
 

 Communion Servers: 
3/01 Bob K, Gayel T, Sandy 
W 
 

Acolytes 
3/01 Bob Kuder 
3/08 Scouts 
3/15  Bob Kuder 
3/22 Dianne Arazy  

Altar 
3/01 Martha Kline  
3/08 Susann Brainard 
3/15  Randi Wachter 
3/22 Martha Kline 
3/29  Susann Brainard 
 

 Media Booth 
3/01 Rodney N, Sue N 
3/08   Randy B, Todd H 
3/15 Randy & Carol Bloechl  
3/22  Sue N 
3/29   Rodney N, Todd H 
  

Media Presentation 
3/01 Sue Norton 
3/08 Tom Wulff 
3/15  Carol Bloechl 
3/22 Sue Norton 
3/29    Tom Wulff 
 

Coffee Hour:  
SPPRC Team     
Please sign up to bring a snack, 
assist with set up or clean up. To the United Meth-

odist Women Mem-

bers for providing 

refreshments for the 

month of February. 

 
 Time to turn those clocks ahead! 

  

 Saturday night March 7th Set Your clocks ahead so 

 you won’t be late for Worship on Sunday Morning.       

 You won’t want to miss the Scouting Sunday Ser-
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  PANCAKe BreaKfast 

        North Chili United Methodist Church   

  +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

March 7th, 2020      8:00AM   to   10:00AM  

    From  the  Men’s  Breakfast  Group 

    Featuring  Barry’s  Magic  Griddle! 

Pancakes   Eggs   Sausage   Juice   Coffee or Tea 

Donations:   Adults  $5    ages 5-10 — $3 

 Come for Breakfast,  Stay for Fellowship! 

 

 Special Lenten and Easter Worship Services 
 

There will be several special worship opportunities during Lent and on Easter Sun-
day.  We hope you will be able to join us for some or all of them: 
     
    Palm Sunday, April 5 - Choir cantata during 10:00 service 
    Maundy Thursday, April 9  -  Soup lunch at 11:30 am  followed by communion      
 served at the table ~  A service will follow at 12:30 all in Adams Hall. 
    Good Friday, April 10 - Service at Noon in the Sanctuary  
    Easter Sunday, April 12 - Sunrise service at 7:45 AM  
(outside, weather permitting)  followed by a breakfast.   
    Regular service at 10:00 AM 

 

    Lunch Bunch    and 

Our new Lunch Bunch Group has begun meeting with a Soup and Sandwich Lunch on the 

first and Third Tuesdays, at 11:30 a.m. in our Fellowship Hall.    We are off to a great start 

with 16-18 people attending! 
  

We start a half hour after the Tuesday morning bible study for those who already attend that. 

We share lunch and socialize.  
 

During the Season of Lent we will meet every Tuesday at 11:30 am for a 

Lenten lunch. 

A Crockpot of Soup or a Salad will be provided. Bring anything else you 

would like! 
 

    Lenten Tuesdays 

Following lunch you are invited to attend each Tuesday from 1-1:30PM for a special Lenten 

service with the opportunity to receive Holy Communion. The format will be brief and re-

freshing:   several sung hymns, silent prayer moments, a brief Scripture reading, and oppor-

tunities throughout the silent portions to come forward and receive communion. 

                      Please sign up on the board near the Kitchen. 
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Vitality Workshop         

Our Vitality workshops have been focusing on discerning the Spirituality and vitality of our 

Church. From our members to our community involvement.  We have looked at our Worship 

service, our  communications, our small group ministries, and growing disciples.  

 

At the last workshop we started to look at applying some of the tools from 

the book “Building a Storybrand” by Donald Miller. 

In the book Mr. Miller lays out a plan on how to communicate a message 

by using a process that is used by story tellers. Here is the plan (SB7) in a 

nutshell: 

A CHARACTER who wants something encounters a PROBLEM before they 

can get it. At the peak of their despair, a GUIDE steps into their lives, 

gives them a PLAN, and CALLS THEM TO ACTION. That action helps them 

avoid FAILURE and ends in SUCCESS. 

As one of the first steps, we started to look at who the CHARACTER is that we are communi-

cating to and what might be the problem(s) that they are facing. After a period of brain-

storming we were able to compile a list of ideas that we will use in creating our message. We 

will be continuing this process to complete the other elements of this SB7 Framework in fu-

ture workshops.  

One of the issues that Mr. Miller sees in most messages is what he calls “noise” or too much 

information. And trying to understand or to find what we as CHARACTERS are looking for in 

the “noise” is just too much work for us. So we give up and move on. The Vitality Workshop 

participants will be looking to eliminate the “noise” in our message and help our CHARACTER 

to become the hero. Our next Vitality Workshop is scheduled for March 3, 2020 7:00pm at 

the parsonage. All are welcome. 

Don Allis  
 

 
 Operation Christmas Child      
 We are gathering items for another great year of giving    and 

extending God’s Love to children around the World! 
 

Collection box: Each month we collect a different  

category of items for the shoeboxes that will be sent out  

in November.   

 March Items are Activity items - Balls, jump ropes, frisbees, musical 

toys like recorders, harmonicas.  Tools and fishing supplies for older boys, and sewing items 

for older girls. 
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    Prayer Concerns for March 

Prayers for: Carol M, Gene & Ruth M, Walt & Joyce P, Doug W, Liz H, 
Ron P, Bonnie, Dianne’s cousin Sue, Jim & Lynda, Brookes family,  
Joselyn, Dean S, Barb O, Jane & Larry’s friend., Amen, Norma H. 

Please keep these families who have lost loved ones in your thoughts: 
Colwell family, M Czaja family, C Marble family. 

        March Birthdays   

 3/7 Karen Huey            3/8  Cooper Hochgraf 

 3/10  Erin Nichols    3/14  Sandy Wulff 

 3/16  MaryLou Bowers    3/21  Marcia Caswell 

 3/22  Jim Kline     3/24  Linda Tague 

 3/25   Scott Boyce   3/30  Doris Frediani 

   3/31 Cliff Cook 

Gary & Marcia Caswell, Doris Frediani, 

Phyllis Gordon, June Harndon, Helen 

Ottley, Ruth Peck,  Barbara Ward, Gene 

Mori, Walt Palmer 

 
 
    The Memorial Service and Reception for Dee Colwell   
     will be held on March 21st at 1 pm.   
 
 
 
 
    

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study  at 9:30 a.m. at Church  or  Sunday Evening 

Discussion at the Parsonage  4:30 p.m. 

Have you stayed away from the book of Revelation out of fear and/or confusion?  
  

If you’d like to learn the good news found in Revelation, join us all through March. 
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LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 

 Donations are needed such as Dry Goods, Toiletries, 

Disposable razors, Shaving cream, Band aids, Diapers 

and baby wipes, Soap & Dish soap.  Our delivery day is 

Sunday March 15 this month. The donations are delivered 

to Grace Church of the Nazarene each month to benefit 

people in our area who need a little help.   

To celebrate Easter, the Altar will again be decorated with fresh,   
flowering plants.  Plants may be ordered in honor of or in memory of 
a loved one. To place an order, please fill out the form below and re-
turn it in the collection plate with your payment. You may also    do-
nate to the flower fund.  Checks should be made payable to UMC of 

North Chili.  Orders can also be mailed to the church.  The Altar Ministry Committee thanks 
you for your continued support.         

           Flower Fund: 

In Honor of:  ____________  In Memory of: _____________   Honor of: _________________ 

____________________ ____________________  _____________________ 

____________________ ____________________   ____________________ 

 

Tulip ____   Hyacinth ____     Tulip ____   Hyacinth _____      Memory of: _______________ 

Daffodil _____    Lily ____      Daffodil _____    Lily _____ ______________________ 

          ______________________ 

Donated By: ______________ Donated By: ________________ 

_________________________    ___________________________    

_________________________ ___________________________ 

 6-7 inch pots at $7.00 per plant    Total No. Plants ______    Total Amount Enclosed $______ 

   ______Will   ______ Will Not   Pick Up Plants 

Orders will be accepted until March 15, 2020.    No orders after that date, Thank you. 

Christian symbol 
 
Latin cross 
 
 The Latin cross is the simplest and most common form of the 
Christian cross, possibly dating from the second or third century. Ro-
man Catholic and Orthodox Christians typically display a crucifix — an 
image of Jesus hanging on the cross — to remember his death for the 
sake of the world, while Protestant churches often favor the empty 
cross, commemorating Jesus’ resurrection. 
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2200 Westside Dr.,  Rochester, NY  14624 

Office (585) 594-9111 

Email:  umcnorthchili@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am 

Rev. Dr. Phillip W. Phaneuf 

  


