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Stop, look and listen 
 

 Lent, the season of the church year that’s associated with repentance, begins on Ash 
Wednesday (March 2 this year). While some people deny themselves by giving up something for 
Lent, others prepare for Easter through special Bible studies or devotions.  
 Christians observe Lent for these reasons: 
 
 • It causes us to STOP. Lent says, “Stop and rest awhile,” as well as “Stop doing wrong.”  
 

 • It tells us to LOOK. Look inward for an honest self-examination. Look upward to see the 
cross of Christ offering healing and love. Look forward to the hope of the Resurrection.  
 

 • It tells us to LISTEN. Listen to the words of Christ. Listen to the voice of God. Listen to the 
winds of the Spirit of God.  
 
 Stop, look and listen. These three words aren’t only important for our safety in travel; 
they’re also helpful for our journey through the 40 days of Lent.  
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Let’s spend the forty days of Lent 
Practicing our awareness of blessing 
Happiness, that is, 
“Blessed are you,” Jesus says; “Happy are you,” is just as fine a translation. 
We have everything we need to be happy right now. 
Ashes perpetuate the myth of death 
Whereas fertile soil in springtime 
Gives thought to the reality of transition 
What once was blossom last year 
Is now the mud of this year 
That gives room and board 
To this year’s blossom 
 
Yes, blessings are all around us 
Happiness isn’t hiding 
On full display 
When we are ready 
To wipe away the ashes 
And instead massage the oil of gladness 
Into the flesh of our days 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Rev. Phil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Mar 2 Ash Wednesday:  Matthew 6: 1-6;16-21 
 
     Mar 6   1st Sunday in Lent: Luke 4:1-13 

     Mar 13  2nd Sunday in Lent: Luke 13: 31-35 

     Mar 20: 3rd Sunday in Lent: Luke 13: 1-9 

     Mar 27: 4th Sunday in Lent: Luke 15: 1-3; 11b-32  UMCOR Sunday 

while the world waits for 
wednesday’s ashes 
and a season of 
sullen silence|| 
||blessings that bring birth 
blossoms to bear 
dazzlingly dispels 
our dust; Dayspring! 
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Liturgy is the Work of 
the People  

for the Glory of God 

Coffee Hour Update:  
 After a two year absence, we will be re-

instating our tradition of serving cake in 

honor of church members’ birthdays 

during coffee hour the first Sunday of 

every month.  CARE will purchase the 

cakes from donations the team has re-

ceived.  We will continue with pre-

packaged treats and will now also serve 

foods made by church members.  The 

sign up sheet will be on the bulletin 

board behind the sanctuary.  Please sign 

up if you want to bring something and 

take a turn at hosting coffee hour.  Ide-

ally two people are needed each week to 

set up, serve and clean up afterwards. 

Please see Sue Josephson or any CARE 

Team member for questions or training.  

Greeter: Don Fernberg 

 

Ushers 
3/06 Kathy K, Nancy N 
3/13 Carol B, MaryLou B 
3/20 Becky & Larry C 
3/27 Sue J, Sharon k 
 

Liturgist 
3/06 Erik R  
3/13 Randy B 
3/20 Susann  
3/27 Lyle  
  
Sunday School 
3/06 Sonya  
3/13 Sandra W 
3/20 Kathy K 
3/27 Sonya 
 
Communion:  Don F,      
 Sue J, Claire 

 

Camera 
3/6 Rodney 
3/13   Todd H 
3/20 Rodney 
3/27  Linda T 
 
 

 Sound 
3/06 Don A 
3/13 Sue N 
3/20 Steven L  
3/27 Todd C 
 
 
  

Music 
Linda Moore 
Small Groups 

  March 2022 

Saturday Night March 12 
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                                    United Methodist Church of North Chili 

     Operating Cash Flow    Year ending December 31, 2021                                                                         

                                              2021                  2021               2022   

                                   Actual               Budget              Budget 

Church Income             $ 161,591          $ 156,300       $ 165,750   

Operating Expenses      160,145             179,804          179,822  

Cash Flow Gain (Loss)    $   1,446           $ (23,504)       $ (14,072) 

 

FINANCIAL YEAR-2021 

As our Church entered the year 2021, we were still adjusting to the new life style of wearing 
masks, physical distancing, having zoom meetings, and embracing the new media of live 
streaming of Sunday worship service into our homes.  All of these events were just a backdrop 
to the Church operating with a negative budget. The good news is the congregation met the fi-
nancial challenge. Through their faithful stewardship, the actual operating cash flow for the 
year ended up with a better than a breakeven performance. The Church has been able to man-
age expenditures, so that they are significantly lower.  This allows  us to remain in a healthy 
financial shape.   

 

FINANCIAL YEAR-2022 

The Church council has approved a 2022 operating budget based upon the Church expectations 
for a normal year of programs and services. The budget again has a negative cash flow with 
slightly higher collection receipts than 2021.  The Pastor and staff wages, conference 
commitments, Bible study and the live streaming media programs are still all included. 
 We are encouraged that past congregational support will continue in these unprecedented 
times.  The extra effort of mailing in, hand carrying in, or using the electronic credit card for 
Sunday offerings has been beneficial in managing the Church’s income and expenses. 
 This is greatly appreciated. 
 Finance Team 

 

At this time we are no longer requiring face masks in our building. Please be aware and ac-
cepting of those individuals who continue to mask for their own personal reasons.  

We still encourage the use of Hand Sanitizer when you come in to the building. 

We will begin transitioning back to more of our regular practices during Worship and Coffee 
Hour. We may also re-envision what some of these practices will look like as we move for-
ward. You will find coat hangers in the entryway for your coats.  

*We will celebrate Communion with the elements at our first Sunday in March service.   

Coffee hour will begin to open up with homemade baked goods along with our packaged 
snack items. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board near the Sanctuary for volunteers 
for prepping, serving and cleaning up the Coffee hour time. Please prayerfully consider 
whether this is something you might assist with.   

Team Leaders, please remember that you need to call or email the Office if you would like to 
schedule a meeting in the building.  

Our Services will continue to be available on the Church website    

    www.umcnorthchili.org 
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Gary & Marcia Caswell, Ellen Farnham,  Doris 

Frediani, Phyllis Gordon, Helen Ottley, Bea Ty-

son.  

    Prayer Concerns for  March 

    Linda F, Nancy S, Gary, Roger, Wilma 

   Please keep these families who have lost loved ones in  
 your thoughts:  Carm & Steve L. family 

   Operation Christmas Child 

Our 2021 shoeboxes went to Honduras!  Please continue to pray 
for the children who received our boxes. 
 
Honduras is located in Central America and is one of the poorest 
nations in the region. Devastated by Hurricane Mitch in 1998, the 
country has rebounded in part due to its production of sugar cane, tropical fruit, 
and coffee. Samaritan’s Purse began delivering Operation Christmas Child shoebox 
gifts to Honduran children in 1996. 
 
By collecting items for shoeboxes, we are providing a tangible gift to children around the 
world and supporting local churches worldwide in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with 
the children. 
 
Collection box:  Each month we collect a different category of items for packing in the shoe-
boxes which will be sent on their journey in November. 
March is Activity Items - Balls, jump ropes, musical instruments (recorders, harmonicas), 
tools and fishing supplies for older boys and sewing supplies for older girls.  Please remember 
no liquid filled balls and everything must fit in a standard sized shoebox. 
 

Thanks,  Sonya 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 

Grace Church of the Nazarene continues to serve families in the 
Ogden area each Wed. at 7pm.  despite the Pandemic. As their neigh-
bor we continue to support them in this important mission. Food Pan-
try Donations: Dryer sheets, laundry soap, Dish soap, liquid hand 
soap, large size diapers, conditioner, and strawberry jam  are needed 
this month. Regular size containers are preferred. Thank you all 
for the great response to our call for items for this mission! Our deliv-
ery day this month is March 20. 
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 North Chili  United Methodist Women - March 2022 

Greetings and Blessings to all!  Sunday, Feb 13th 

was Women’s Sunday where Paula Belemjian, Ex-

ecutive Director & Founder of the Margaret Home 

provided an inspiring message of hope and en-

couragement for young mothers in our Rochetser 

community. 

 

The UMW”s next meeting is Monday, April 

11, 7pm in the church conference room. This will 

be a general business meeting and we will partic-

ipate in our annual Call to Prayer & Self Denial 

program. This year’s theme is “Love, Justice, Ser-

vice: Answering the Call”. The objective of this 

program is to highlight the lay Order of Deacon-

ess and HomeMissioner, administered by United 

Methodist Women. We will be  encouraged to give 

thoughtfully to support the education and training 

of deaconesses and home missioners who work in 

ministries of love, justice and service, as well as 

retired deaconesses who continue to make a dif-

ference in the lives of women, children and 

youth. 

We are planning three (3) sessions this year to make Grab and Go Lunches for the Open 

Door Mission’s Samaritan House Crisis Center. The first session will be Friday, March 4, 

10am - 12 noon. Sign up sheet for supplies is outside of the church office. The next ses-

sions will be in May and Oct, dates to be announced.  

In addition to our 2 annual fundraisers (Garage Sale, Sat Sept 17th and Picnic/

Auction, Mon Aug 8th, 6pm), we are adding a Craft Sale. If you would like to donate 

some handmade items, please let myself or Kathy Krisher know. The Craft Sale will be 

during Farmer’s Market on Saturday, Aug 13 8am-1pm. We will have a “show and 

tell” of items during the spring and summer on the 4th Sunday of the month during coffee 

hour to “admire and inspire”, starting April 24th. Look for more information regarding this 

event on the bulletin board next to the church office in April.  

Blessings to you and hoping for a mild March!.  

Lori McComb  UMW President 

 

 

To Our Church Family, 

Thank you for your prayers, cards, visits and meals while we are recovering from surgery 
and illness. Your compassion and caring exemplifies the love of God that is present in our 
church. 

Blessings to all ~ 

Gary and Sue McCracken 
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To celebrate Easter, the Altar will again be decorated with 
fresh, flowering plants.  Plants may be ordered in honor of or 
in memory of a loved one. To place an order, please fill out 
the form below and return it in the collection plate with your 
payment. You may also donate to the flower fund.  Checks 

should be made payable to UMC of North Chili.  Orders can also be mailed to the church.  
The Altar Ministry Committee thanks you for your continued support.     
               

     Flower Fund: 

In Honor of:  _____________      In Memory of: _____________ Honor of: ______________ 

______________________ ______________________   ___________________ 

______________________ ______________________   ___________________ 

Tulip ____   Hyacinth _____ Tulip ____   Hyacinth _____  Memory of: ____________ 

Daffodil _____    Lily _____ Daffodil _____    Lily ______   _____________________ 

            

Donated By: ______________    Donated By: _______________    Donated By: _____________ 

________________________     _________________________     Flower Fund $  _________ 

________________________ ________________________      Plants $ __________ 

6-7 inch pots at $7.00 each    Total No. Plants ______       Total $ Enclosed $______ 

   ______Will   ______ Will Not   Pick Up Plants 

   Orders will be accepted until March 20, 2022.    No orders after that date, Thank you. 

   

 

      Opportunities for giving that  

 support your church and missions. 
   

 In this space I will discuss stewardship opportunities. 

We each receive many gifts from God, from talents, 

time and resources to manage and multiply. Out of 

gratitude we joyfully share our abundance with others! 

Each month I'll highlight a cause that could use our 

joyful caring support.   
 

This month we’ll look at giving opportunities here in our Church:  

The Board of Trustees have identified some items that could use upgrading. These are items 

that are not normally covered in an operating budget. To make them happen will take some 

creative ingenuity through fund raising and helping hands. 

Improving our Sanctuary Lighting which may entail purchasing some newer lights and pos-

sibly wiring.  

Refurbishing the Church Hallway. This will probably entail some patching as well as paint-

ing. Also the carpet needs replacing.    

In December we mentioned the need to upgrade the Sanctuary Media displays with large 

screen TVs. We are pleased to let you all know that donations came in to cover the costs of 

that project. You will see the results very soon.                                                                             

 A BIG Thank You from your Church Council and Trustees 
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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NORTH CHILI 

2200 Westside Dr.  

Rochester, NY  14624 

Office (585) 594-9111 

Email:  umcnorthchili@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am, Traditional 

Rev. Dr. Phillip W. Phaneuf 
Special thanks to all that have had a valuable part in my recovery from hip surgery. Your 
cards, phone calls, visits, some food and for transportation have all made this a much 
more pleasant and doable process. Feel so very blessed to have had each one of you as 
part of this. 
God bless you all.   Thanks Roger  
   * * * * * * * * *   
It is a blessing to be part of such a caring Church community.  Thank you all for your sup-

port during my recent shoulder surgery. It’s still uncomfortable, but coming along!  I’m 

thankful for supportive people who were willing to work ahead for me as well as giving me 

rides, sending many well-wishes and offers of help. Thank you all!  Susann 


