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Two sides of gratitude 
 

 Todah, the Hebrew word for “giving thanks,” also means “admitting, 
confessing, acknowledging.” That might seem odd, but when we thank 
someone, we’re acknowledging we needed what they gave us. Rabbi Daniel 
Lapin explains we’re even confessing we were incomplete, or experiencing 
a shortcoming, beforehand. 
 Gratitude is so important for the Jewish life that the Hebrew root 
words for “giving thanks/confessing” and for “Jew” are closely related. A 
Jewish person, then, is “one who both confesses and gives thanks” — ac-
tions crucial to the well-being of the receiver, even more than for the giver. 
 Christians, too, treat confession and thanksgiving as significant as-
pects of faith, prayer and worship. While we confess that we wholly depend 
on God for our life and salvation, we offer daily gratitude to God for his 
countless blessings. 
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 November Reflections 2019 

 
 
 

 
“To everything there is a season and a purpose 

   under heaven.” - Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 
God tucked us in with a blanket of hard frost while we slept away the wee hours of 
Saturday morning. 
Midday prior, remarking in conversation with our Creator, I partially gave thanks for 
the continued greening of our forest that steadfast stands in majestic praise at the 
northern border of our campus. I also admitted lack of contentment; for I desired to 
see the beauty of the vision of which several of our friends prepared my expectan-
cy—a holy and seasonal spectrum. 
In what seemed like an absolute instant, from Friday’s afternoon to Saturday’s shed-
ding of the frosty blanket, our Autumn arrived. 
How quickly seasons change. Without permission. Without awareness. While we 
sleep. While we watch (and may not actually be paying attention to where the 
change is actually occurring). 
Oh! How strong is the temptation to bemoan the heavy frost that brought the 
change and focus on the season that will be happening following our Autumn. Like 
skipping a stone and only leaving a fraction of ripples of memory—All Hallow’s Eve—
Thanksgiving—Advent—Christmas—New Year’s… Too soon, too hastily, we can skip 
the vibrancy, the beauty, of the present season we are in all because we received a 
prophecy of a season not yet. 
Holy Author of Autumn, 
My bent is toward looking too far ahead 
Skipping seasons 
procrastinating the present. 
So I grant you permission to pause me 
Breathe alongside of me, Breath of all breaths 
Ease me to watch in wonder 
Each leaf falling—the present moment 
Full of color 
Changed 
Aged superbly 
Its own vintage you’ve seasoned 
Then to whisper, “thank you” as 
Each one kisses the cheek of the earth in it’s own gratitude for life. 
Amen. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 

Rev. Phil 
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Serving in  

Worship          

November  2019 

Liturgy is the Work of 
the People  

for the Glory of God 

Liturgist 
11/03  Susann Brainard 
11/10  Barry Taft 
11/17  Claire Hewitt 
11/24  Erik Rockwell 
 

Greeters 
11/03 Lori & Paul McComb 
11/10 Peg Wittman 
11/17 Allen Hulme 
11/24 Ralph Squire 
 

Ushers 
11/03  Sharon K, Kathy K 
11/10  Jim & Martha Kline 
11/17  Bob & Dianne Arazy 
11/24   MaryLou B, Sonya P 

 

Acolytes 
11/03 Don Allis 
11/10 Bob Kuder 
11/17  Rachael Guarino 
11/24 Bob K, Dianne A  
  

Communion Servers: 
11/03 Rodney N, Roger D and 
Becky Cornell 

Altar 
11/03  Martha Kline 
11/10  Susann Brainard 
11/17   n/a 
11/24  Randi Wachter 
 
 Media Booth 
11/03   Carol B, Todd H  
11/10   Randy & Carol Bloechl 
11/17   Rodney N, Sue N 
11/24   Rodney N, Todd H 
 
 Media Presentation 
11/03  Tom Wulff  
11/10  Carol Bloechl 
11/17  Sue Norton 
11/24  Tom Wulff 
 
Coffee Hour:  
Bible Study Groups 
 
Please sign up to bring a 
snack item for Coffee hour. 
Or helping to set up or clean 
up afterwards. 

   November 3   21st Sunday after Pentecost: Luke 19:1-10; Psalm 119;  
 Communion All Saints Sunday   
     
   November 10  22nd Sunday after Pentecost: Luke 20:27-38, Psalm 145   
 
   November 17  23rd Sunday after Pentecost: Luke 21:5-19; Psalm 118;  
 
   November 24   Christ the King Sunday: Luke 23: 33-43 

To the  Church 

Council who signed 

up to provide re-

freshments for the 

month of October! 
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    PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

      North Chili United Methodist Church  

  November 2nd, 2019       8:00AM   to   10:00AM  

       From the Men’s  Breakfast  Group 

         Featuring Barry’s Magic Griddle! 

      Scrambled Eggs   Sausage    

  All you can eat Pancakes     

              Juice  and  Coffee or Tea 

     Donations:   Adults  $5    ages 5-10 — $3 

   Come for Breakfast,  Stay for Fellowship! 

            Farmers Market   November 2019      

 Will give a complete summary and year end update in next newsletter. 
Overall it has been a very good year at the market although attendance 
was down some and that seems to be a trend at most markets. We did 
lose four vendors from last year, for various reasons. 
 

The most significant thing about the market is the participation of the “Market Managers” 
each week. We could always use more help but the church members that responded to the 
call for help all seem to enjoy the market, its vendors and the shoppers that come, many 
on a very regular basis. THANK YOU! 
 

Thanks also goes out to the “Care Team” that each year shows the church’s appreciation to 
our vendors by hosting a “Vendor’s appreciation day.” One of the vendor’s put it this way. 
“The vendors appreciation the vendor’s appreciation day.”  
 

This year was the 44th year of our Farmer’s Market. It would not have been possible for this 
event to continue for these many years without the support of our congregation. A very 
special thanks to all those that have been involved in so many ways over these many 
years.  Yes, we do have the distinction of being the church with the farmer’s market but 
that is a record to be proud of. 
   Roger and John  

Church  Conference    Saturday November 9th    2 –4 pm 

Our Annual Church conference will be held here in our Church this 

year.  We invite everyone to attend.  This is a meeting where deci-

sions are made about the leadership and objectives for the coming 

year for our Church.  We will vote on leadership personnel, pastoral 

compensation, discuss the budget, and any other business that 

comes up.  There will also be a Worship Service. 



5 

 
     Operation Christmas Child 

     You have helped us spread the love of Jesus to 91 children         
 around the world this year! 
Our boxes are Packed. We will deliver them to their drop-off site 
in November. Then the first weekend of December we will go to 
Baltimore for Shoebox Inspection days.  
As we track our boxes with our bar codes we hope to be able to 
give you updates about where our boxes are going! 
  Thank you all so much,   
   Sonya Pease  

  Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
 
Delve into a disciple’s journey with Jesus with other siblings in the faith on Tuesday mornings 
from 9:30-11:00AM. Our topic of conversation each week will be the passage of scripture up-
on which our next Sunday service will focus. Your insights and questions can be a source of 
inspiration for all those gathered. 
You do not have to be a member here to join us and you are welcome to bring a friend! 
Upcoming Bible Study Opportunities 
Tuesdays at 9:30AM  meets in the Fellowship Hall 
Nov. 5 - Luke 20:27-38   Nov. 12 - Luke 21: 5-19 
Nov. 19 - Luke 23: 33-43   Nov. 26 - Matthew 24: 36-44 
 

      Thursday Morning Advent Study:   

            “The Redemption of Scrooge” 

Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire need of a second chance.  Is re-
demption possible for such a greedy, dark, and sad character? 

This study will show us how teachings of Jesus can be found in the 
Dickens’ Christmas classic.  From the ghosts of Christmas past, to the 
Life of the present, and the resurrection of Christmas future, this 
study will “bless us every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual journeys 
as we look at this familiar story through the lens of faith. 

This class will begin November 21st.  Please let Claire Hewitt or Susann 
know you would like to participate.  Class size is limited so sign up 
early.  Donation cost is $9. 

 

 

 
Reclaim the Wonder of Christmas      Small Group Study 
 
But is the Christmas story… true? Have you ever asked yourself this question?  
Perhaps you’ve wondered this but have never had a safe place within the church to ask this 
question (plus others) aloud.  
This Advent season, join Pastor Phil and other siblings in the faith, for a refreshing time to 
reclaim the wonder of the stories of Christ’s birth.  
Sunday evenings from 4:30-6:00 at the Parsonage on Nov. 24th,  
Dec. 1st, 8th, & 15th .  
A soup dinner will be provided. Please contact the church office by Nov. 20th to sign 
up. 
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    Prayer Concerns for November 

Prayers for: Prayers for: Stephanie J and family, Tom, 
Lou Bloechl, Bill & Lois M, Gail, Pat, Cynthia B, Mary, Mar-
yAnn, Sarah, Florence, Scott, Carol M, Crystal, Gene M, Ste-
phen L. 

Please keep these families who have lost loved ones in your 
thoughts: Chupp family, Hoch family. 

     November Birthdays   

 11/6   Joyce Palmer       11/9  Sue Josephson 

 11/11  Bob Guarino       11/15  Jaclyn Breeze 

 11/18  Larry Cornell 11/22  Allen Hulme 

Gary & Marcia Caswell, June Harndon, 

Marilyn Kaiser, Helen Ottley, Ruth 

Peck,   Barbara Ward 

 * * * * * * * * * * * 

   LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 

Donations are needed such as Dry Goods, Toiletries, 
Paper towels, Soap & Dish soap.  Our delivery day is 
Sunday November 17 this month. The donations are 
delivered to Grace Church of the Nazarene each month 
to benefit people in our area who need a little help.  
Drivers this month are Gail Powell and Ellie Cornish. 

 
     Remember our Veterans  

       on November 11 
 
 
Remember  on 

Saturday Night  
November 3rd 
Turn Clocks back 
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North Chili United Methodist Women  

Invites you to… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Poinsettia Plants 
  

In preparation for the Advent Season, the Altar Committee will be accepting orders for poin-

settias, or flower fund donations on November 3, 10, 17, 2019.  The price is $7.00 per plant, 

and a flower fund donation is whatever you wish to donate.   

Your generous support of the Flower Fund makes it possible for us to have fresh flowers on 

the Altar most Sundays.  After church the flowers are taken or sent to a member of our con-

gregation that needs a reminder of our love and care.  The Flower fund also supports the 

outdoor gardens by paying for the mulch and a few flowers. 

If you wish to participate, please fill out the form below and place in the collection plate, or 

mail it to the office along with the proper payment. Checks should be made out to “UMC of 

North Chili.” We thank you for your support of our ministry. 

  
Red  ________       White  ________     Total number of plants  _________ 

In honor of: ____________________________________________    or 

In memory of: __________________________________________ 

Donated by: ____________________________________________                                                                     

Amount enclosed @ $7 per plant $_______   Amount enclosed for Flower Fund $_______ 

Pick up plants:     will    _________      will not     _________ 

Orders will be accepted November 3, 10, 17, 2019. 
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2200 Westside Dr.,  Rochester, NY  14624 

Office (585) 594-9111 

Email:  umcnorthchili@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am 

Rev. Dr. Phillip W. Phaneuf 

  

  


