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How’s your path? 
 

 Some Christian converts in an African village were diligent about 
daily prayer. In fact, they each had a special place in the thicket outside 
town where they prayed in solitude. Over time, they wore pathways through 
the brush to their private prayer areas. If someone neglected his or her pray-
er life, it was evident because fresh grass started growing on that particular 
footpath. Out of concern, fellow Christians offered this loving reminder: 
“Friend, there’s grass growing on your path.” 
 How worn is your own path to prayer? Are you persistent when an-
swers don’t seem to come? Do you trust that God will answer your prayers, 
according to his good and gracious will? 
 Don’t abandon your pathway to prayer. When you grow weary, re-
member Galatians 6:9 (NIV), which promises that “at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” 
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 October Reflections 2019 

 

 

The richest man in the town had a collection of fabulous jewels, which he kept 
locked away in a safe. One day the priest called. 
"I have heard you have in your safe the most fabulous jewels," the priest said. 
"Would you allow me to see them?" 
"It would be a pleasure," the rich man said. "I haven't looked at them myself for 
some years, so I too will enjoy seeing them." 
The rich man opened the safe, took out the gold box filled with jewels, and then 
spread the jewels on a table. Both the priest and the rich man stared at them, 
awestruck by their beauty. Then the rich man put the jewels back in the gold box, 
returned the gold box to the safe, and locked the safe door.  
"Thank you for giving me those jewels," the priest said. 
"But I haven't given them to you," the rich man indignantly replied. "They belong to 
me." 
"I have had as much pleasure as you from looking at the jewels," the priest replied. 
"So there is no difference between us - except that you have the expense and anxie-
ty of buying them and looking after them." 
That day the rich man gave away one jewel to every household in the town. There 
were just enough - with one left over for himself” (From Roger van der Weyer’s Celt-
ic Parables). 
 

Recently we meditated upon the disorienting story Jesus tells we find in Luke 16:1-
15. Sarcastic and cutting, our Master teacher draws the eavesdropping lovers of 
wealth (the Pharisees, in this particular story) into sharp contrast from God’s value, 
wisdom, and mindset. 
What we prioritize in each present moment can inform us of what we value most. 
Becoming aware of what we actually cherish (or the lack thereof) can be a sobering 
exercise. 
Let’s not be afraid of developing that awareness; for often times, it’s not that we are 
consciously choosing to ignore what truly matters. We can get caught up in running 
on autopilot—work, school, making ends meet, putting out fires large and small at 
both the office and with the family (no matter how old are children or parents get). 
In his letter to the christians in Rome, Paul offers out this encouraging reality found 
in chapter 8: God’s Spirit (the very Breath of all breaths that have taken place in all 
time and space!) fills in the words and thoughts that we can’t express. When we 
stop and breathe consciously and become aware of the moment that is right now 
(where we remember that God is I AM), the Holy Spirit welcomes us into the pre-
sent. It is in this moment where we can pause and simply ask without judgment and 
with all the patience of Heaven, “are my priorities attuned to what I value most in 
life?” 
Offer yourself compassion as you consider your priorities. May the Holy Spirit guide 
you with the wisdom of Heaven and lead you with all gentleness and patience into 
the mind that is Christ Jesus’—to love one another by intentionally asking “how can I 
be helpful?” 
 

Grace to you and Peace in the honor of our Master Jesus Christ. 
 

Rev. Phil 
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Serving in  

Worship          

October  2019 

Liturgy is the Work of 
the People  

for the Glory of God 

Liturgist 
10/06 Don Allis 
10/13 Sue Josephson 
10/20 Sandy Wulff 
10/27 Randy Bloechl 
 
Greeters 
10/06 Becky & Larry Cornell 
10/13 Gail Powell 
10/20 Sonya Pease 
10/27 Sharon Kelly 
 
Ushers 
10/06 Bob K, Todd H 
10/13 Erik R, Kathy K 
10/20 Susann B, Kathy S 
10/27 Bob & Dianne Arazy 
 
Acolytes 
10/06 Dianne Arazy 
10/13 Bob Kuder 
10/20 Rachael Guarino 
10/27 Don Fernberg  
 
Communion Servers 
10/06 Claire H, Sandy W, 
 Don F. 

Altar 
10/06  Randi Wachter 
10/13  Becky Cornell 
10/20  Margot Hughes 
10/27  Joyce Palmer 
 
 Media Booth 
10/06  Rodney N, Sue N 
10/13  Carol B, Todd H 
10/20  Randy & Carol B 
10/27  Rodney N, Sue N 
 
 Media Presentation 
10/06  Sue Norton 
10/13  Tom Wulff 
10/20  Carol Bloechl 
10/27  Sue Norton 

 
Coffee Hour:  
Church Council Members 
 
Please sign up to bring a 
snack item for Coffee hour. 
Or helping to set up or clean 
up afterwards. 

   October 6   17th Sunday after Pentecost: Luke 17:5-10; Psalm 137; Communion 
  World Communion Sunday   
     
   October 13  18th Sunday after Pentecost: Luke 17:11-19, Psalm 66   
 
   October 20  19th Sunday after Pentecost: Luke 18:1-8; Psalm 19;  Laity Sunday 
 
   October 27  20th Sunday after Pentecost: Luke 18:9-14; Psalm 91 

To the  Volunteers 

who signed up to 

provide refreshments 

for the month of 

September! 
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    PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

      North Chili United Methodist Church  

  October 5th, 2019       8:00AM   to   10:00AM  

       From the Men’s  Breakfast  Group 

         Featuring Barry’s Magic Griddle! 

      Scrambled Eggs   Sausage    

  All you can eat Pancakes     

              Juice  and  Coffee or Tea 

     Donations:   Adults  $5    ages 5-10 — $3 

   Come for Breakfast,  Stay for Fellowship! 

            Farmers Market   October 2019      

Don’t forget we are here every Saturday from 8:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m.   

straight through October 26. 

There is plenty of variety in the produce our Market Vendors have to 

offer during these last few weeks. The apples and squashes are in 

abundant supply in many varieties. Garlic, leeks, potatoes, onions and 

don’t forget your Pumpkins! Or maybe you need some Fall Mums to 

decorate your yard.  There is honey, sauces, baked goods, popcorn!  

On September 28th we have a Market Vendor lunch to thank the Vendors and Managers 

who make this market such 

a success.  Thank you to 

the soup, bread and dessert 

makers. 

 Roger and John 

Church Charge Conference    Sunday November 9th    2 –4 pm 

Our Annual Church conference will be held here in our Church this 

year.  We invite everyone to attend.  This is a meeting where deci-

sions are made about the leadership, budget, and  objectives for the 

coming year for our Church.  We will vote on leadership personnel, 

pastoral compensation, discuss the budget, and any other business 

that comes up.  There will also be a Worship Service. 
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College Care Packages – Coming again for the  

  2019-2020 School Year! 
Last year’s College Care Package ministry was well received so we’re continuing. 

Was your college age young adult on last year’s mailing list?  Please see Sandra Wa-

terman during coffee hour to update their mailing address or mark the listed address 

as current. 

Want to add a college age young adult to the list?  See Sandra Waterman during cof-
fee hour for a form through October 13. 

 

 Operation Christmas Child 

Help us spread the love of Jesus to children around the world. 

It’s October!  We’ll collect letters, cards and photos!  And dona-

tions to cover shipping.  A mere $9 will ship 1 box.   

We’d love to send some photos and notes to let the children who will 

open these boxes know that someone is praying for them!  

Help us spread the love of Jesus to children around the world! 

 

Shoebox Packing Party Sat. October 19    10am to 3pm   in Adams Hall 

Join us for some fun as we pack and stuff our Shoeboxes!   You have all been so very gener-
ous and we can’t thank you enough.  Now it’s time to pack all those goodies into the shoe-
boxes!  We are hoping to pack 75 boxes this year. So we’re asking for your assistance.  You 
know that old adage: “Many hands make light work”.   

We have the boxes, all the ‘stuffing’ is sorted, and we’ll provide lunch! You provide the caring 
hands to pick items for a girl or boy in different age ranges and place them in a shoebox 
along with our prayers for each and every one of them.  Please sign up on the sheet by the 
display near Adams Hall. 

Thank you,  Sonya Pease and Susann Brainard 

  Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
 
For quite some time now you may have noticed that on Tuesday mornings the weekly calen-
dar lists a Bible study from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. If you have ever thought you might like 
to gain a more in depth knowledge of the bible, this is a great opportunity for doing just that! 
Each week we delve into a scripture passage to gain a better understanding of how it applies 
to our life and the world we live in. You do not have to be a member here to join us for this 
and you are welcome to bring a friend with you as well.  Here’s what is coming up for this 
fall. We hope you’ll join us! 
 
Upcoming Bible Study Opportunities 
Tuesdays at 9:30AM  meets in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Oct. 1st - Intro to the Gospels: Luke 
Oct. 8th - Intro to the Gospels: John 
Oct. 15th - Intro to the Lectionary/Liturgical Seasons 
Oct. 22nd - Beginning our Weekly Lectionary Bible Study: Luke 18:9-14 
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    Prayer Concerns for October 

Prayers for: Prayers for: Annie, Angela L, Crystal, Sherry 
R, Barry T, Britney, Virginia M, Madison and her mom & dad, 
Jumper family, Tom. 

Please keep these families who have lost loved ones in your 
thoughts: the Kellenberger’s, Gina’s family. 

     October Birthdays   

 10/5   Susann Brainard       10/9  Jane Huey 

 10/17   Jen Rockwell      10/19  Ellie Cornish 

 10/21  Eric Rockwell 10/21  Peg Wittman 

      10/23    Norma Hochgraf 

Gary & Marcia Caswell, June Harndon, 

Marilyn Kaiser, Helen Ottley, Ruth 

Peck,   Barbara Ward 

 * * * * * * * * * * * 

   LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 

Donations are needed such as Dry Goods, Toiletries, 
Paper towels, Soap & Dish soap.  Our delivery day is 
Sunday October 15 this month. The donations are de-
livered to Grace Church of the Nazarene each month to 
benefit people in our area who need a little help.  Driv-
ers this month are Randi Wachter and Ellen Farnham. 

From the Worship Team: 

Liturgist training will be held on October 20 and 27th at 11:30.  All liturgists are 

asked to attend one of these short training sessions since the responsibilities have 

changed since our last training. 

In preparation for All Saints' Sunday on November 3rd, the congregation is invited to 

add names of "saints" in their lives to our board during coffee hour the last 2 Sun-

days of October.  This people will be recognized during our service on November 3rd 

 
               *     *     *      *      *      *         * 

October  is known as Pastor appreciation month. 

Send a Card, Write a Note, Say a Prayer, Let Pastor Phil 

know how much you appreciate him and the work he is do-

ing here.  
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UMW News 

The UMW Potluck Picnic/Auction was another REALLY FUN  fellowship event for mission giving 

(took place Monday Aug 26th). There were 17 ladies and Pastor Phil & Fiona =19 total in at-

tendance this year. As good weather prevailed, we enjoyed the potluck out on the driveway 

west of Adams Hall. This year’s auctioneers were Jessica Archer (Amy Cook’s daughter) and 

Lauren McComb (Lori McComb’s daughter). Each of the cleverly, artistically, and beautifully 

wrapped gifts inspired comedic-related auctioneering from these bright young women, rais-

ing $163.50. Half of this money will go to the UMW Legacy Fund Campaign as 2019 is the 

UMW’s 150th Anniversary (read more about it here https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home).  

The other half will be pooled with our garage sale funds toward mission organizations, local 

unit administrative fees (i.e. Response Magazine subscription, speaker fees, postage) and 

North Chili UMW women/youth scholarship fund ($200 annually). 

At our September 9th meeting, Susann Brainard did an OUTSTANDING job leading us in the 

Prayer and Self-Denial program “Building a Thriving Generation of Children and Youth World-

wide”. The objective of this year’s P&SD program was to provide an opportunity for United 

Methodist Women members to learn more about the difficult circumstances children and 

youth face around the world and how United Methodist Women is promoting their well-being 

and equal opportunities for them. We raised $130.00 and collected several nonperishable 

items for the food cupboard. Thanks to all who attended and contributed to this worthy min-

istry focus.  If you are interested in what we learned, you can find the full program on the 

United Methodist Women web site in the 2018-2019 Program Book  “Sisterhood of Grace” 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/calltoprayer2019. 

 Heifer International was founded 75 years ago with the vision 

of a worldwide program to eradicate poverty and hunger 

through sustainable, values-based holistic community develop-

ment. Heifer distributes animals, along with agricultural and 

values-based training, to families in need around the world as 

a means of providing self-sufficiency. We have been recog-

nized by Heifer International with their “75th Anniversary Cer-

tificate of Appreciation” because of the loving support of the 

UMW and this church congregation. This certificate was on dis-

play at the Sept 21st Church Open House & Ministry Fair at the 

UMW table. If you want to learn more about Heifer, their web-

site is Heifer.org.  

UMW’s next meeting is Nov 11th, 7pm church conference 

room. This is the final business meeting of the year. We’ll elect 

officers, select mission organizations who will receive our fund 

raising efforts and plan the UMW Potluck Christmas Party.  

Ladies, mark your calendars for the UMW Potluck Christmas 

Party, Monday Dec 16th 6pm gather, 6:30 Mission Project, 

7pm Dinner. Adams Hall. Please bring a dish to pass and a bag 

of wrapped candy. 

 

Blessings to all - Lori McComb, UMW President & Treasurer 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/calltoprayer2019
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2200 Westside Dr.,  Rochester, NY  14624 

Office (585) 594-9111 

Email:  umcnorthchili@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am 

Rev. Dr. Phillip W. Phaneuf 

  

 PRICE: Estimated to be around $12.00/lb.    Mammoth Halves or Medium Pieces  

 Profits for prevention of blindness or aids for the blind. 

 

   Thank you.  Martha Kline  
  


