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Always enough 

 In Deserted By God? (Banner of Truth), Sinclair B. Ferguson 
tells about the first physician to die of the AIDS virus in the United 
Kingdom. The man, a Christian, had contracted the disease while con-
ducting medical research in Zimbabwe.  
 As death neared, the man was so weak he couldn’t speak. 
While trying to communicate with his wife, he had only enough 
strength to write the letter J. His wife then listed various words that 
began with that letter, trying to decipher his message. When she 
asked, “Jesus?” her husband nodded. 
 “That was the right word,” Ferguson writes. “[Jesus] was with 
them. That was all either of them needed to know. That is always 
enough.” 
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 Dear Family in Christ, 

  

 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” - Romans 
12:2 

“[Christ] saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, 
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” - Titus 3:5 
 

Incredulously, I look at the calendar and see September waiting impatiently. The emotions are wide and varied—
feeling overwhelmed with all that’s needed for school to begin, feeling grief and loss for one more season seem-
ingly stolen from us, feeling ennui over the repetition of daily dailiness that needs no other metaphor because of 
its pervasive commonness. 
 
These are the default feelings of the human condition—a collective response to the unexpected changes we’ve 
experienced this year. What is not unexpected, therefore, is to encounter myriads of people living their lives with 
these feelings being the driving force for their behaviors—most subconsciously or unconsciously. Our autopilot 
buttons are actively engaged; and the temptation to live with less and less meaning and purpose each day is ex-
tremely powerful. 
 

A rarely used, but extremely powerful word is employed by St. Paul only two times in his letters of hope to new 
Christians facing impossible-to-survive world-changing events. Writing to the small community of Christ followers 
in Rome, he inspires them to not let their minds be driven by the events of the world but to allow their minds to 
be re-newed into becoming aware of what God’s aim is for us…for the world (Romans 12:2). In his letter to Titus 
(3:5), he explains that the driving force of  Christ’s loving kindness rescues us through the Holy Spirit re-newing us. 
 

I’ve added the dash in re-new for emphasis. When we really think about it, it’s a mind-blowing concept for some-
thing already existing to truly be new again. How? If something already is, how can it act as though it just came 
into existence again? 
 

We may not be asking the right question. Perhaps it’s not the existing piece where the newness takes place. Could 
it be that the newness, the freshness, the regeneration is found in the fundamental aim of life even before we 
attempt to experience life? 
 

That’s pretty heady stuff that’s trying to explain the hearty stuff of life. Let’s see if we can simplify this. Imagine 
each one of our responses to the feelings and events of our days are arrows in a quiver slung on our back. Our 
mind is the bow we pull taut and loose our “arrow” responses… our actions… toward the events we experience in 
any given moment. 
 

TL;DR (tech slang for Too Long, Rev.; Didn’t Read the top portion):  
Hear the Good News, friends—the renewal of life itself from Christ is the power to aim! 
Aim makes all the difference! Many of our responses to events in our days are like pulling the string back, pointing 
up (or down), closing our eyes and simply hoping for the best (or maybe not even adding in an element of hope). 
Most often, we just shoot. 
 

How would our lives be different if we aimed our responses to our feelings? How would the quality of our days be 
affected if we aimed our responses to the events, our inter-being, in this world? I believe this next season will be 
much better lived… experienced… by aiming my responses at the same target at which God is aiming. A novice eye 
filled with loving kindness who occasionally misses the mark does less harm than a blindfolded sharpshooter 
who’s been pointed in the wrong direction. 
 
Grace and Peace,  Rev. Phil 

September 2020 
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       September  Birthdays   

  9/2   Dianne Arazy       9/4  Walter Palmer 

   9/11  Rachael Guarino 

 9/17  Gayel Todd    9/30  Nancy Nichols 

  

      Prayer Concerns for September 

Prayers for:  Liz & Allen H, Peg W, Dick,  Palmer family, Avery, Nick & Sonya in PA, David 
& Tim, MaryAnn M, Ian, Nicki, Amber, Amy’s Uncle Don, Cliff’s niece Amber, Carol,  Bonnie 
& Peter, Randy & Doug W, Mason K, Paula, Joshua, Cheryl, Gigi’s baby, 
Ron, Bill, Blake, Sue M, Erika, Jan. 

Our prayers are with all those in the path of Hurricane Laura, as well 
as all those affected by the wildfires out west. And we keep in mind 
students going back to school and colleges. 

Please keep these families who have lost loved ones in your thoughts: 
Mike & Linda, Mike J’s family. 

Gary & Marcia Caswell, Doris Frediani, Phyllis 

Gordon, June Harndon, Marilyn Kaiser, Helen 

Ottley, Ruth Peck,  Barbara Ward, Gene Mori, 

Walt Palmer 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR  Donations are needed such as Dry Goods, 

Toiletries, Disposable razors, Shaving cream,  Diapers and baby wipes, Soap & 

Dish soap, antiseptic hand wipes.  The donations are delivered to Grace Church 

of the Nazarene each month to benefit people in our area who need a little 

help.  Right now the need is great.  Please call ahead to make sure Susann is 

there and you can leave your items at the door and ring the bell. Susann will 

put items on our shelves and delivery to Grace Church will be arranged.  

  Bible Study News 

Please join us live on Zoom for Bible Study on either 

Sunday or Tuesday evening from 7:30-9:00PM where we will get better acquainted with 

the Gospel of John.  We will delve into this narrative record of who Jesus is and what he 

came to do. All are welcome to join in these discussions!   The link will be available on 

the front page of the church website umcnorthchili.org      and sent via email in the 

Announcements. 
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 Church Missions  

  Craft Sale 

 

   Saturday  

 September 19, 2020 

     8:00—11:00 am 

 

We’ll be set up outside near our main doors. Selling hand 

crafted items as a fundraiser for the missions we support. 

 We have crafters making a variety of items! 

There will be Masks and Ear savers for use with masks. 

Christmas ornaments, pot holders, kitchen towels and more! 

     Please wear your mask and maintain social distancing. 

 
  Ideas for Christmas gifts, or to show you care! 
 
    Check it out!  (Pictures below are only a few 
representations to give you an idea of what we may have.) 
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 September 2020 
      Serving in Worship    
   Liturgy is the work of the People  
           for the Glory of God 

Greeter:  Don Fernberg 
 

Screeners: 
9/06   Susann Brainard 
9/13   Becky Cornell 
9/20   Lyle Tague 
9/27   Kathy Krisher 
 

Ushers: 
9/06   Bob Kuder 
9/13   Jim & Martha Kline 
9/20   Randy & Carol Bloechl 
9/27   Bob Kuder 
 

Liturgist/Acolyte 
9/06 Lyle Tague 
9/13 Don Allis 
9/20   Susann Brainard 
9/27   Sue Josephson 
 

Nursery 
9/06  Lori McComb  
9/13  Kathy Krisher 
9/20  Sandra Waterman 
9/27  Sonya Pease 
 

Music: 

Jaclyn Breeze 

Laura Freeman 

Camera Operator: 
9/06 Todd Calvin 
9/13 Rodney Nichols 
9/20 Todd Hochgraf 
9/27   Don Allis 
  
 Media Booth 
9/06 Randy Bloechl 
9/13 Sue N  
9/20  Rodney N 

9/27  Todd H 
 

This Month! 

Thank You 
for  

Serving  

Lectionary for September:   

September   6:  14th Sunday after Pentecost; John chapter  16   

September  13:  15th Sunday after Pentecost;  John chapter  17   

September  20:  16th Sunday after Pentecost; John chapter  18   

September  27:  17th Sunday after Pentecost;  John chapter 19 
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   Ambit Energy 

How many people do you know who would like to save money on 
their electricity and gas bills? The UMC of North Chili has part-
nered with Ambit Energy to save money on utility expenses. Rela-
tives, friends, and neighbors can support us by switching their 
gas and/or electric service to Ambit Energy. Ambit guarantees 
you will save at least 1% versus RG&E rates. If you look at your 
bill, I agree that isn’t much. However, since you are signing up 
through the church, we also receive discounts for having at least 
15 people signed up through Ambit. We, NCUMC, has saved at 
least $500 per year for the past several years thanks to those 
who have signed up. Please help us maintain these savings by 
signing up with Ambit. With Ambit, as with any ESCO, the incum-
bent provider (like RG&E or National Grid) still reads your meter, 
sends your bill and will do any service in the event of a power 
outage. For additional information or to sign up, please contact 
me at 585-352-0837, or email me at Lyletague@iCloud.com. 
Budget billing is available. 

Lyle Tague 

As we begin to open our doors for in person worship we will be in need of some vol-

unteers to assist with the worship service as well as the new entry process. 

 

A Greeter & a Screener each Sunday to help with masks, attendance, and  

Covid questions. 

 

Ushers each Sunday to direct use of hand sanitizer as people enter, show people to 

seats, making sure of social distancing, directing each row in exiting the sanctuary. 

 

Camera operators  - details will be made available soon. 

 

Media Booth helpers  - more details to follow. 

 

Help out while helping everyone to stay safe as we come back to church! 
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  Operation Christmas Child 
  

The need for shoeboxes is even greater because of COVID-19.  Even though our daily rou-

tines have been turned upside down, we are still collecting and 

working on shoeboxes.  We do not know how things will look when 

it comes packing time, but it will be different.  The current situation 

has presented time to be creative and make handmade items for 

the boxes.   

   

If you have any special talents you could use to make toys, games, 

clothing, etc. for the boxes, it would be much appreciated.  It is a 

wonderful way to spend extra time that you have on your hands and feel like you are doing 

something useful.  I know it is scary to go shopping, but have found 

shopping online to be a safe ‘contactless’ option. 

September  We’ll collect Activity Games and some other items  

this month!  Children’s underwear, soap, pens & pencils,  

small games, puzzles, flash cards, Coloring Books, Jump ropes, 

Dry Watercolor Paint boxes, etc.  

 Items may be dropped off at Church by calling ahead to make sure Susann is there 

to collect them.    

  

 

Another option is to build a shoebox online. For $25 they will build a box for you!  

These can go to those very hard to reach countries, where traditional shoeboxes 

cannot go.  https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/ 

 North Chili Farmers Market  September 2020 

Don’t forget we are here every Saturday from 8:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m.   

straight through October 24. 

There is plenty of variety in the produce our Market Vendors have to 

offer in the coming weeks. The apples and squashes are coming in 

many varieties. Tomatoes, potatoes and onions galore.  Or maybe you have a hankering for 

some honey, sauces, baked goods, or flowers!  

We made necessary changes to ensure that everyone is safe. Thank you to everyone for 

conforming to the “new normal.” 

As a Manager, it is exciting to see the vendors arrive early and set up to display their wares. 

Some shoppers arrive early as well, to be sure to get the prime choice of the products they 

want. We are having another productive and fruitful market this year! 

So come on down and get your fresh produce this month! 

  Co-chairs, Roger and John 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
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2200 Westside Dr.,  Rochester, NY  14624 
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Rev. Dr. Phillip W. Phaneuf 


